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State  Baptists  assisting  in  deaf  ministry 

By  Urn  Nicholas  The  group  worked  with  two 

MBCB  Communication  Director  secular  dear  service  oreaniza-  ^ 
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IN  ANY  LANGUAGE  —  Gloria  Gladney  (left)  sirigs  "How  Great 
Thou  Art"  as  Jerry  Browder  interprets  into  Venezuelan  sign  lan¬ 
guage.  (BR  special  photo) 


At  one  of  the  associations  in 
Los  Teques,  the  three-hour  pre¬ 
sentation  to  29  deaf  people  was 
based  on  Booth's  perspective 
that  people  are  made  up  of 
three  parts:  mental,  physical, 
and^iritual. 

"That  gave  us  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  touch  on  the  spiritual 
aspect  of  our  lives,"  saia  Booth. 

At  that  point,  the  deaf 
Mississippians  were  able  to 
give  their  Christian  testimonies. 
They  were  so  well  received  that 
they  were  invited  to  return  to 
Los  Teques  for  a  three-day 
workshop  in  the  future. 

At  the  Caracas  association,  a 
total  of  101  people  were  pre- 


"We  had  asked  people  to  code  of  ethics  for  the  inter- 
pray  for  this  day,  that  it  would  preter,"  said  Booth. 

De  used  to  open  doors  for  David  Booth,  who  serves  as  consul- 
and  Jerry  Browder.  We  feel  that  tant  for  deaf  ministries  for  the 
our  prayers  were  answered.  We  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
believe  that  God  gave  us  the  Board,  sard  that  after  the  volun- 
ability  to  say  the  things  that  teers  left,  a  group  of  deaf  people 
would  open  the  doors,"  said  not  involved  at  Memorial  went 
Booth  to  the  deaf  leadership  asking  for 

Again,  the  group  was  invit-  them  to  begin  a  Bible  study, 
ed  to  return  tor  longer  work-  Booth  said,  "The  hearing 
shops.  pastor  of  the  church  said  he  had 

At  Memorial  Church,  they  a  new  vision  of  reaching  out  to 
worked  with  deaf  interpreters  the  community  —  both  hearing 
and  tried  to  help  the  church  in  and  deaf  —  to  reach  them  for 
its  outreach  with  Bible  studies  the  Lord." 
and  workshops.  David  Browder  told  Booth's 

With  about  46  attending  the  group,  "You  don't  know  how 
church  workshop,  the  leaders  much  you  have  helped  us." 
taught  about  the  needs  of  deaf  Said  Phyllis  Smith,  "The  best 
people  and  the  deaf  talked  part  of  the  trip  was  the  oppor- 
alx)ut  what  makes  a  good  deaf  tunity  to  touch  the  secular  deaf 
ministry  and  what  attracts  at  the  deaf  associations.  I  hope  I 
them  to  a  church.  can  go  back  to  share  more 

"We  also  spent  some  time  about  Jesus, 
talking  about  now  to  find  and  "They  are  hui^ry  to  hear 
train  an  interpreter  and  about  a  more  about  Jesus  Christ." 


sent.  Jerry  Browder  was  invit- 
Gloria  Gladney;  -  Jack  and  ed  by  the  president  of  the  deaf 
Phyllis  Smith;  and  Larry  association  to  summarize  the 
Woodward.  workshop  because  the  deaf 

Since  there  are  numerous  there  believed  her  signing  was 
similarities  between  American  clearer  than  any  other, 
and  Venezuelan  sim  language,  "We  had  been  most  anxious 
Booth  said  that  after  a  day  or  about  this  day  since  we  would 
two  the  Mississippians  could  be  dealing  with  associations 
communicate  pretty  well  with  that  may  be  antagonistic 
Venezuelan  deaf.  against  Christian  principles. 


BOUND  FOR  SOUTH 
AMERICA  —  Rested  and  ready 
to  leave  Jackson  for  Caracas, 
Venezuela  are  (from  left) 
Gloria  Gladney,  Bobby 
Gladney,  Phyllis  Smith,  Jack 
Smith,  Larty'  Woodward,  and 
Jim  Booth.  (BR  special  photo) 


What's  in  the 
Record 


MBC  gathers  in  Jackson 


Trustees  of  Mercer  University  in  Atlanta  take  a  solid  stand  in  support 
of  President  R.  Kirby  Godsey  in  response  to  charges  by  a  Marietta  layman 
who  accused  Mercer  of  "immoral"  acts  on  campus  and  alleged  that 
Godsey  was  a  "universalist." 


Ukrainians  yisit  MBC 


Straight  Bayou  Church,  Sharkey  County,  holds  its  annual  Harvest  Day 
emphasis.  Since  the  first  Harvest  Day  14  years  ago,  the  chufch  has  been 
brick-veneered,  new  pews  added,  carpet  installed,  the  parking  lot  paved, 
and  the  grounds  landscaped. 


Executive  Gamm.  chosen 


Mississippians  at  the  Southern  Seminary  and  the  WMU  Training 
School  in  Louisville,  Ky.  elect  state  club  officers:  Clarence  Lassetter,  trea¬ 
surer;  William  Ferrell,  vice-president;  Jack  Glaze,  chorister;  Clark 
McMuijy,  president;  and  Helen  Armstrong,  Program  chairman. 


Lay  missionaatrouDS  meet 


What  a  difference  24  hours  can  make 


Editor's 

Notebook 


The  162nd  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  is 
now  an  object  of  history.  Messengers 
from  churches  all  across  the  state  gathered 
Oct.  28-29  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  for 
what  has  been  termed  one  of  the  most  har¬ 
monious  annual  meetings  that  anyone  can 
remember. 

Given  the  strained  relationships  and 
harsh  words  in  many  of  our  sister  Southern 
Baptist  state  conventions,  that's  no  small 
accomplishment.  No  one  else  lays  aside 
egos  and  personal  agendas  like  Mississippi 
Baptists  when  it  comes  to  the  work 

-  assigned  to  us  by  our  Savior. 

At  the  risk  of  being  repetitious,  it 
bears  pointing  out  once  again  that 
Mississippi  Baptists  are  the  bright¬ 
est  beacon  on  the  highest  hill,  light¬ 
ing  the  way  to  help  bring 
Mississippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus. 

A  record  $25.5  million 
Cooperative  Program  budget  was 
adopted  without  a  dissenting  vote. 
How  many  years  in  a  row  have 
Mississippi  baptists  approved  a 
record  budget,  and  then  exceeded 
that  budget?  One  loses  count. 

Bold  stands  were  taken  in  the 
jj.  form  of  resolutions  approv  ed  vvith- 
'  *  out  a  dissenting  vote: 

♦  Standing  up  for  persecuted 
Christians  around  the  world  in  the 
same  week  our  timid  national  leaders 
entertained  and  commended  the  dictator 
of  the  most  barbaric  anti-religion  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  world. 

♦  Calling  for  a  month  of  prayer  and 
observances  in  January  1998  to  mark  the 
25th  anniversarv  of  tbe  most  barbaric  act 
of  our  own  government,  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court's  Roe  v.  Wade  and  Doe  v.  Bolton  deci¬ 
sions  that  legalized  abortion  on  demand. 

♦  Challenging  Christians  to  get  back  to 
the  business  of  using  Sundays  to  win  lost 
pwple  to  Christ  instead  of  simply  enter- 
tainmg  ourselves. 

Mighty  preaching,  heartfelt  testimonies, 
moving  Biole  Treasures,  and  thunderous 
singing  stirred  the  soul  and  motivated  the 
spirit.  It  was  a  great  reunion  of  the  family 
of  God. 

It's  too  bad  more  Mississippi  Baptists 
weren't  there. 


William 

Perkins 
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A  prayer  for  the  conclusion  of 
the  162nd  annual  session  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

Dear  Father,  iTs  Mississippi 
Baptists,  and  we've  been 
meeting  again. 

Meeting  is  something  we 
Baptists  do  a  lot  of.  It  is  part  ot 
our  heritage,,  part  of  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  working  together  as 
redeemed,  free  and  faithful 
men  and  women  of  God  seek¬ 
ing  to  follow  you. 

Sometimes  we  meet  and  eat. 
VVe  like  that,  a  lot. 

Sometimes  we  meet  to  "sing, 
prav,  and  hear  vour  Word  pro¬ 
claimed.  That  excites  us. 

Sometimes  we  meet  to  con¬ 
duct  business  like  approving 
budgets,  hearing  reports,  and 

Cassing  resolutions.  Truthfully 
ord,  we  aren't  much  tew  fond 
of  these  kinds  of  meetings,  at 
least  if  our  attendance  is  any 
kind  of  measure. 

Sometimes  we  meet  to  select 
those  fmm  among  us  whom  we 
believe  you  woula  have  serv'e  as 
leaders.  From  our  churches  to 


The  Baittst  Record- 


One  attendance  issue  is 
that  the  number  of  registered 
messengers  has  steadily 
declined  for  several  years. 
The  annual  meeting  that  once 
drew  around  1,8(>0  messen¬ 
gers  now  fails  to  top  1,500. 

In  addition,  the  1,476  reg¬ 
istered  messengers  at  the 
1997  meeting  represent  a 
drop  of  nearly  IO70  in  only 
one  year.  Those  are  disturb¬ 
ing  numbers  that  need  to  be 
turned  around. 

A  second  attendance  issue 
is  both  disturbing  and 
embarrassing.  This  year's 
business  sessions  were  gener¬ 
ally  well-attended,  especially 
when  a  contested  race  for 
office  was  held. 

The  Oct.  28  business  ses¬ 
sion  that  included  the  presi¬ 
dential  election  was  packed, 
with  many  people  standing 
around  the  walls  on  the  floor 
level  of  the  cavernous  First 
Church  sanctuary  (see  top 
photo  at  right). 

.A  lot  of  folks  made  the 
effort  to  get  there  for  that  ses¬ 
sion,  but  what  a  difference  24 
hours  can  make. 

At  the  closing  session  of 
the  convention  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  a  little  boy 
could  have  thrown  a  big  rock 
clear  across  the  sanctuary 
with  only  minimal  risk  of  hit¬ 
ting  anyone  (see  bottom 
photo  at  right). 

True,  the  closing  session 
didn't  have  a  hot  political  race 


mill 
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Oct.  28  morning  session  (election  of  president) 


didn't  have  a  hot  political  race 
but  it  did  contam  an  inspiring  message 
from  one  of  Southern  Baphsts'  most  influ¬ 
ential  leaders;  Chuck  Kdley,  president  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary  —  our  adopted 
"Mississippi  seminary. '  Only  a  handful 
were  present  to  hear  him. 

The  same  scenario  has  occurred  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  resulting  in  virtual  snubs  to 
speakers  such  as  Denton  Lotz,  head  of  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance,  and  Truett  Cathey, 
founder  and  president  of  Chick-Fil-A. 


Oct.  29  morning  session  (Chuck  Kelley  sermon) 


A  Pastor's  Perspective;  | 

A  Mississippi 

Baptist  prayer 

1^ 

By  Carl  M.  White,  Associate  Editor 

our  amiual  convention,  these  are 
the  meetings  that  draw  the  most 
of  us.  When  it  comes  to  elec¬ 
tions,  we  get  excitexi,  start  mak¬ 
ing  phone  calls  and  writing  let¬ 
ters.  Why,  we  B^iptists  will  even 
lea\  e  the  bcxikstore  exhibit  to  go 
\ote  in  an  election.  Somehow, 
Lord,  we've  become  convinced 
that  electing  someone  president 
or  •vice-president  is  the  most 
important  thing  we  do. 

Vet,  Lord,  in  my  heart  I  feel 
that  this  is  not  so;  Are  you  not 
more  concerned  with  how  we 
witness  and  advance  your 
kingdom  than  who  we  elect? 
When  you  called  me  to  pastor,  I 


was  amazed  at  how  a  church 
would  elect  the  best  men  it 
could  the  best  way  it  knew  how 
td  serve  as  deacons.  You  ne\’er 
gave  me  a  perfect  group  of  dea¬ 
cons,  Lord.  Not  once. 

Yet,  you  blessed  us.  You 
in\  ited  us,  sinners  one  and  all, 
to  join  you  in  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom.  Somehow,  through 
the  mystery  of  your  provi¬ 
dence,  you  tcx>k  an  imperfect 
group  of  men  and  used  tnem  to 
lead  a  church  to  reach  people 
for  the  Kingdom. 

I  don't  think  1  will  ever  fully 
understand  this,  or  get  over  the 
wonder  of  it.  In  your  grace  and 


We  can  do  better.  If  we  have  determined 
that  we  are  going  to  be  the  brightest  beacon 
on  the  highest  hill,  that  includes  attending 
our  state  convention  and  attending  it  from 
start  to  finish. 

Doing  so  is  the  only  decent  and  respect¬ 
ful  way  to  hold  a  state  Baptist  convention. 
At  the  1998  annual  meetmg,  let's  set  the 
standard  in  yet  another  category  of 
Southern  Baptist  life. 

See  you  there! 


mercy,  you  allow  imperfect 
creatures,  brought  together 
through  often-confusing  meth¬ 
ods,  to  join  you  in  a  great  work. 
Flaweci  as  we  are,  you've  asked 
us  to  be  part  of  bringing 
Mississippi  and  the  world  to 
Jesus. 

Father,  it's  N'fi?si9Sf^'>pi 
Baptists,  and  we've  been  meet¬ 
ing  again.  There  have  been 
times  in  the  past  when  we  met 
and  nothing  of  earthly  gcxxl  or 
heavenly  significance  seemed 
to  come  of  it. 

Please  forgive  us. 

Then,  there  ha\-e  been  times 
in  the  past  when,  despite  our 
sinfulness,  you  moveef  among 
us  and  as  a  result,  men  ana 
women,  boys  and  girls,  at  home 
and  around  the  world,  were 
added  to  your  kingdom. 

We  give  you  the  glory.  Lord. 

It  is  my  prayer,  dear  Lord, 
that  this  time,  the  results  of  our 
meeting  may  be  like  the  latter 
of  these,  not  the  former. 

In  Jesus'  name. 

Amen. 
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Messengers  adopt  record  $25. 5M  budget 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

mBCB  Communication  Director 


Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

♦  Stephen  Olford,  founder 
of  a  preaching  center  named  for 
him,  who  preached  the  Bible 
Treasure  devotionals. 

Register,  46,  succeeds  Porter, 
who  completed  two  one-year 
terms  as  president,  the  tradi¬ 
tional  limit. 

Register  is  former  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Gulfport,  and 
churches  in  Franklin,  N.C.,  and 
Franklinton,  La.  He  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Valdosta  State  University 


Church,  Poplar\'ille,  with  a  sec¬ 
ond  bv  Grover  Glenn,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Charleston. 

Powell  was  nominated  b\ 

Edgar  Lee  Wright,  pastor  of 
Morgantown  Church,  .Natchez, 
with  a  second  bv  Richard 
Johnson,  pastor  of  Parkview 
Church,  Green\  ille. 

Elected  second  \ice  presi- 
dent^iwas  Paul  Blancnard, 

Winston  Association  DOM. 

He  defeated  Ken  Dawson, 
pastor  of  Temple  Heights 
Church,  Oxford,  b\'  a  \ote  of 
3?  1  to  278. 

Blanchard  was  nominated 
by  Jimmv  Collins,  pastor  of 
Arlington  Church,  Beaumont. 

Dawson  was  nominated  bv 
Jim  Butler,  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church,  Soutnaven. 

Gus  Merritt,  interim  pastor 
of  Hazel  Church,  Lake,  was 
elected  recording  secretary. 

Michael  Weeks,  pastor  of 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  and  a  former  DOM, 
was  elected  associate  recording 
secretary. 

Both  were  nominated  by 
retired  DOMJ.  W..  Brister  of 
Madison  and  elected  by  accla-  Porter  announced  his 

mation.  ^pointments  to  next  year's 

A  total  of  37%  of  the  1998  CP  Committee  on  Committees: 
budget,  or  $9,452,245,  will  be  ♦  Ken  Anderson,  pastor  of 
sent  to  Southern  Baptist  First  Church,  Saltillo,  chairman. 
Convention  (SBC)  causes  out-  ♦  Kent  Cochran,  pastor  of 
side  the  state  —  matching  the  Pleasant  Grove  Church, 

1997  percentage.  Brookhaven. 

However,  with  a  $1.4  million  ♦  Dan  Howard,  pastor  of 
increase  (5.8%)  in  the  total  bud-  First  Church,  Philadelphia, 
get,  the  portion  going  to  SBC  ♦  Bill  Hurt,  pastor  of  First 
causes  outside  the  state  will  be  Church,  Canton. 

$518,563  more  than  in  1997.  ♦  Gary  Shows,  associate 

Within  that  SBC  portion,  pastor.  Temple  Church, 
$257,926  is  tagged  for  "Home  Hattiesburg. 


There  was  no  discussion 
from  the  floor  on  any  matter 
except  for  a  point  of  order  from 
Bobby  Hood,  pastor  of  West 
Salem  Church,  Richton. 

Hood  protested  a  \  ote  from 
the  1996  MBC  annual  meeting 
concerning  adoption  of  a 
Covenant  of  Cooperation  by 
trustees  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  institutions,  which  was 
not  done  by  ballot.  He  said  that 
was  against  the  constitution 
and  bvlaws. 

MBC  President  Jimmv 
Porter  ruled  Hocxl's  point  of 
order  was  not  well  taken, 
meaning  the  chair  was  not  sup¬ 
portive  of  the  point  of  order. 

Hood  appealed  Porter's  rul¬ 
ing  but  the  appeal  failed  for 
lack  of  a  second. 


Mississippi  Baptists,  in  per¬ 
haps  the  quietest  and  most  har¬ 
monious  convention  of  recent 
years  on  Oct.  28-29  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  unanimously 
adopted  a  record  1998 
Cooperative  Program  (CP) 
bu(^et  of  $25,546,608  and  elect¬ 
ed  Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg 
pastor  Dean  Register  to  his  first 
term  as  president. 
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CHANGING  OF  THE  GUARD  —  Jimmy  Porter  (second  from 
right),  outgoing  two-term  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  passes  the  gavel  Oct.  29  to  incoming  president  Dean 
Register  (left).  Looking  on  are  Register's  wife  Sharon  (second  from 
left)  and  Porter's  wife  Tommye  Lynn;  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


NEW  OFFICERS  —  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  (MBC) 
officers  for ’►1997-98  elected 
Oct.  28-29  at  the  MBC  annual 
meeting  were  (back  row,  from 
left)  Gus  Merritt,  recording  sec¬ 
retary:  Michael  Weeks,  assis¬ 
tant  recording  secretary;  (front 
row,  from  left)  Paul  Blanchard, 
second  vice  president;  Dean 
Register,  president;  and 
Kenneth  Rhodes,  first  vice  pres¬ 
ident.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 
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Ukrainians  know  meaning  of  fast  and  pray 


dismissed  from  work  because  of 
their  faith.  Many  died. 

"My  father  was  a  pastor. 
)rsyk  Always,  my  family  had  to  suffer. 
God.  Six  times  he  lost  work  and  had  to 
sippi  pay  rhoney  because  he  did  unal- 
iking  lowed  work.  At  night  the  KGB 
Olga  would  come  and  take  my  father. 

V  his  Mv  mother  would  pray  and  fast, 
sister  asking  God  to  bring  him  back, 
short  He  always  came  back." 

Meeting  places  had  to  be 
lenko  moved  constantly  because  they 
est  of  never  knew  who  was  a  wor- 
Dan  shiper  and  who  was  an  infor- 
West  mant  for  the  KGB. 

,  was  "Young  people  from  the 

whole  region  would  come  to 
irisla\  the  forest  at  night  to  hold  a 
•stern  rally,"  he  said.  Baptisms  were 
I  loam  held  late  at  night  in  a  lake,  usu- 
hurch  ally  tv\  ice  a  year. 

.le\el-  Shevchenko's  grandmother 

work  was  a  convert  to  Christianity 
irea.  under  Baptist  preaching.  She 
rtson,  was  biiptized  at  3  a.m.  in  a  lake. 
essi\  e  "She  said  all  her  life  she  would 
d  his  remember  the  light  of  the  moon 
vative  that  night,"  Shevchenko  said. 

Shevchenko  told  of  a  time 
three  when  Borsvk  was  baptizing  and 
1  part-  the  KGB  showed  up.  After  ask- 
hes  of  ing  why  they  were  at  the  lake 
d  the  late  at  night,' one  man,  an  engi¬ 
ne.  neer,  told  them  they  were 
IS  are  Christians  and  they  had  come  to 
God  conduct  a  baptismal  service, 
s.  "All  the_wople  watched  — 

?very-  there  were  70,  maybe  80  people 
egal,"  there  —  as  the  KGB  beat  him 
ad  to  about  the  head,"  Shevchenko 
said.  "We  didn't  think  he 
id.  We  would  live,  but  he  did.  His 
(The)  name  is  Boris  Zagorodnii." 
e  (the)  Borsyk  said  that  during  the 
s  who  reign  of  communism  in 
t  God,  Ukraine  some  8  million  people 
(their)  were  killed.  Nobody  knows 
i  were  how  many  of  these  were 

_  Christians  but  Borsyk  knows 

I  that  many  were, 
j  One  was  the  the  president  of 
the  Baptist  fellowship  of  the 

- ,  former  Soviet  Union,  a  man 

named  Odintso\'  from  Bamay 

Bin  Ukraine.  He  was  sent  to  a 
Siberian  prison  camp  where  on 
a  forced  march  he  was  unable 
to  keep  up.  He  died  and  his 
body  was  left  to  wild  dogs, 
Shevhenko  said. 

"For  72  years  communism 
tried  but  could  not  destroy  the 
church.  They  did  everything 
they  could,"  Borsyk  said,  "but 
one  thing  they  could  not  take 
awav  from  us  —  our  faith  in  the 
Lord,  our  hope  in  him,  and  our 
fervent  prayers." 

When  freedom  came, 
Ukrainian  Baptists  got  busy 
spreading  the  gi>spel. 

"We  held  evangelistic  meet¬ 
ings  immediately  wherever  we 
could,  in  a  cinema  for  example. 
Crowds  came;  SOO-fiOO  at  a  time 
would  repent,  people  who  had 
never  heard  about  God,"  he 
said. 

"Our  church  began  to  grow. 
In  1988  we  built  a  new  church 
building  for  500.  We  thought 
(the)  balcony  would  always  be 
empty.  Now  people  stand  in 
corridors;  there  is  no  place  to  sit 
down.  We  hope  to  build  a  big¬ 
ger  building,'^  he  added. 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


The  Road  to 
Everlasting 


EVERl  ASTINC.  LIFE 


God  intends 
W  for  all  his  children  to 
**  live  with  him  forever, 
bul  ihe  road  to  everlasting  life 
is  bloc  ked.  To  find  that  road 
you  must: 


UKRAINIANS  VISIT  MISSISSIPPI  —  Visiting  the  offices  of  The  Baptist 
Record  during  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  were  (from  left)  Dan 
Roliertson,  pastor  of  West  Heights  Church,  Pontotex;;  Olga  Shevchenko, 
translator;  and  Yaroslav  Borsyk,  Ukraine  pastor.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Admit  that  you  are  a  sinner. 

T/rm*  is  nane  righteous,  not 
even  one.  (Ront.  J:10) 


Next  on  their  agenda  in  the 
States  is  to  visit  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  in 
Nashville. 

'"The  Holy  Spirit  is  telling  us 
we  need  to  nave  training," 
Bor^k  said. 

"'The  Great  Commission  says 
we  need  to  make  disciples.  We 
can  teach  people  through  a 
Sunday  School,  and  They  will 
tell  their  friends  and  it  will 
grow. 

"This  is  very  important  to 
us." 


Both  Borsyk  and  Shevchenko 
were  fasting  and  praying  Jor 
God  to  grant  them  two  mings  on 
their  tnp  to  Mississippi.  One, 
they  wanted  the  opportunity'  to 
address  Mississippi  Baptists.  On 
Oct.  28  during  me  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  Borsyk  was 
granted  a  few  minutes  iW  con¬ 
vention  President  Jimmy  Porter. 

Second,  they  are  hoping  for  a 
partnership  with  Baptists  in 
Mississippi.  They  are  convinced 
that  in  his  timing  and  his  way, 
God  will  answer  their  prayer. 


Accept  God's  love  for  you. 

God  demonstrates  his  own 
love  toward  us,  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us.  (Rom.  ,5 .-8) 


Acknowledge  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  lesus  as  Lord,  and 
believe  in  your  heart  that  God 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  you 
shall  be  Setved.  (Rom.  10:9) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Ron  Mumhmver,  Ph.P. 

MiiiKhr  ofCouiift’liiiK 
Finl  Church,  laik^m 

What  is  happening  in  our  sod-  My  brother  is  committing 
ety  that  makes  young  people  ivant  adultery.  Should  I  tell  his  wife  or 
to  kill  their  parents^  first  confront  him? 

With  the  cultural  "graying"  First  of  all,  be  sure  you  have 
of  truth  and  values  mat  our  the  facts;  don't  act  on  rumor 
young  people  face  every  day  —  or  word-of-mouth.  If  your 
and  with  the  continuing  decline  brother  is  indeed  committing 
of  parental  involvement  —  adultery,  it  is  always  better  to 
young  people  can  be  easily  first  confront  him  and  attempt 
dcKeivea  and  confused.  Many  to  get  him  to  turn  from  this 
voung  pieople  simply  don't  have  sin.  Do  your  best  to  get  your 
a  strong  spiritual  foundation  on  brother  into  Christian  coun- 
which  to  grow.  Even  though  seling  so  he  can  begin  to 
adolescents  are  literally  pro-  understand  the  reasons  why 
grammexi  to  bc*gin  pulling  away  he  fell  into  adultery.  It  is  really 
and  making  their  own  decisions,  up  to  vour  brother  to 
a  strong  adult  presence  and  approach  fiis  wife  and  confess 
well-unuerstood  boundaries  are  his  sin.  If  you  go  first  to  his 
still  necessary.  Childmn  need  wife,  you  risk  shattering  her 
guidance  ana  instruchon,  but  world  and  losing  the  opportu- 
not  domination  and  control.  Life  nity  to  help  vour  brotner  deal 
can  be  a  maze  for  young  peciple  with  this  aifficult  situation  in 
and,  frankly,  for  adults  too.  which  he  has  placed  himself 
That's  why  prayer  and  Bible  and  his  family.  Pray  for  him 
study  is  so  important.  Be  a  role  and  his  family,  By  confronting 
model.  Get  into  the  Word,  pray  him  in  a  Christian  way  and 
earnestly,  and  come  alon^ide  praying  for  him,  there's  a 
Ckxi  so  ne  can  teach  you  the  life  good  chance  that  you  can  help 
lessons  that  can  be  passed  on  to  save  this  marriage  —  and 
your  children.  your  brother's  soul  as  well. 

Send  ytfur  counseling  questions  to  LifcAnsuvrs  cfo  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
lackson,  MS  39205-0530  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  ifour  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Secretary  officers 


officers  and  representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Secretaries 
Association  (MBSA)  met  recently  at  the  Bafitist  Building  for  plan¬ 
ning  activities  for  the  year.  The  organization,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Department  of  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
(C^PM),  promotes  professional  training  and  fellowship  among 
churches,  agencies,  and  institutional  secretaries.  The  State 
Conference  tor  Baptist  Secretaries  will  be  held  on  April  13-14  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton.  Pictured  (from  left,  seated)  are  Liz 
McGraw,  Woodville,  area  representative;  Danie  Robins,  Clinton, 
president;  and  Betty  Anne  Bailey,  Jackson,  chaplain:  (standing) 
Sandy  KomuHce,  M^ison,  second  vice  president;  Dot  Simmons, 
Gulfport  first  vice  president;  Vivian  Taylor,  Waynesboro,  secretary- 


treasury;  Rwlette  Morris,  Etlisviile,  area  representative;  Linda 
Jenkimt  Yazto  City,  area  rywesentative;  and  Anne  Martin,  secre¬ 
tary,  CAPM,  MK:kson.  For  more  information,  call  Martin  at  (800) 
748-1651  or  (601)  968-3800,  ext.  3905. 
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Resolutions  approved  by  '97  messengers 

No.  1  RESOLUTION  OF 
APPRECIATION 


around  the  world  have  seemingly  sion  pledge  to  pray  and  work  for 
abdicated  their  responsibility  to  the  elimination  of  abortion  as  pub- 
address  the  persecution  of  lie  policy  in  our  nation, 

Christians  and  thus  have  trivial-  Be  it  further  resolved  that  we 
ized  the  reality  and  horror  of  the  encourage  and  support  those  state 
persecution,  and  national  leaders  who  work  to 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the  eliminate  abortion,  especially  par- 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  tial  birth  abortion,  as  state  and 
annual  session  thank  our  heavenly  national  policy,  and 
Father  for  the  proud  and  faithful  Be  it  further  resolved  that  we 
witnesses  of  persecuted  believers  call  upon  our  churches  to  observ'e 
aroimd  the  world,  and  25  days  of  prayer  regarding  abor- 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  tion  from  January  first  through 
humbly  covenant  to  pray  for  the  January  twenty-fifth  1998  as  a  visi- 
spouses,  children  and  family  of  ble  and  spiritual  act  of  repentance 
persecuted  believers  as  weil  as  for  the  tw'enty-five  years  our 
their  churches  and  religious  assem-  nation  has  suffered  under  the 
blies,  and  effects  of  Roe  v.  Wade  and  Doe  v. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  Bolton,  and 
commit  to  pray  for  the  oppression  Be  it  further  resolved  that  we 
of  Christians  around  the  world  that  encourage  the  churches  of  the 
they  may  experience  repentance  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  to 
and  salvation  and  that  our  join  witn  other  believers  through- 
Heavenly  Father  will  raise  up  more  out  our  state  to  declare  that 
leaders  for  his  persecuted  church,  "Twenty-five  is  Enough"  and  to 
and  support  the  declaration  of  the  gov- 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  emor  of  our  state  declaring 
commit  to  pray  daily  for  Christian—  January,  1998,  as  a  Month  of  Prayer 
believers:  to  End  Abortion; 

♦  for  churches  in  the  Islamic  Be  it  finally  resolved  that  we 
world  that  laws  forbidding  evan¬ 
gelism,  apostasy  and  blasphemy 
against  Islam  will  be  abolished; 

♦  for  churches  in  Communist 
lands  that  they  will  be  strong  in  the 
face  of  government  oppression; 

♦  for  churches  in  Latin 
America  that  they  will  act  with 
wisdom  amid  rapidly  changing 
social,  religious,  and  political  reali¬ 
ties;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we 
commit  to  pray  that  the  leaders  of 
the  world's  nations  will  have  the 
courage  to  speak  out  regarding  the 
pernicious  violation  of  human 
rights  and  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  will  bring  its  eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  position  to  bear 
in  the  world  communitv  in  such  a 
way  as  to  not  provide  special  sta¬ 
tus  for  those  who  would  persecute 
believers  and  advocate  terrorism, 
and 

Be  it  finally  resolved  that  we 
call  upon  Mississippi  Baptists  to 
join  other  believers  in  the 
International  of  Prayer  for 

Persecuted  Christians  on 

November  16, 1997. 


Whereas,  the  one-hundred- 
sixty-second  annual  session  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  has 
again  been  beneficiary  of  the  gra¬ 
cious  hospitality  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jackson,  and 

Whereas,  we  the  messengers  of 
the  one-hundred-sixty-second 
annual  session  have  been  blessed, 
guided,  and  challenged  by  the 
informative  and  inspirational  pro¬ 
gram  planned  by  tne  Committee 
on  Order  of  Busmess,  the  institu¬ 
tions  and  agencies  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
and  the  several  officers  and  com¬ 
mittees. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  we 
express  grateful  appreciation  to: 

1.  Dr.  Frank  Pollard,  Pastor,  the 
members  and  staff  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jackson; 

2.  The  speakers,  singers,  and 
instrumentalists,  who  led  us  in 
worship  during  the  Convention; 

3.  Dr.  Jimmy  Porter,  our 
Convention  President,  who  has  led 
in  his  second  year  as  president 
with  an  emphasis  upon  "Follow 
Christ's  Servant  Example," 

4.  All  the  officers,  members  of 
all  boards,  trustees  of  all  agencies 
and  institutions,  committee  mem¬ 
bers,  and  volunteers,  who  have 
serv'ed  this  Convention  faithfully 
as  a  labor  of  love. 


Whereas,  historically  Sunday 
morning  has  been  given  dv'er  to 
worship,  and  considered  a  d^y  of 
reflection  on  the  Lord,  and 

Whereas,  Mississippi  Baptists 
and  most  other  Christian  bodies 
reserved  Sunday  for  the  assem¬ 
bling  together  as  the  body  of  Christ 
to  worship  the  Lord,  and 

Whereas,  the  word  of  God  calls 
on  us  to  remember  the  Lord's  Day 
and  keep  it  holy  as  we  gather  for 
the  worship  of  God  and  for  relief 
from  the  day-to-day  stresses  of  life, 
and 

Whereas,  community  sports, 
music,  and  dance  competitions, 
and  other  such  forms  of  organized 
activities  are  being  planned  on 
Sunday  without  any  thought  of  the 
mmistries  of  the  church  and  the 
need  of  God's  people  for  rest  and 
reflection. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in 
annual  session  endeavor  to  reaf¬ 
firm  Sunday  as  a  time  of  worship 
and  to  encourage  those  who  pro¬ 
mote  and  plan  community  events 
to  protect  the  Lord's  Day  for  the 
witness  and  work  of  the  church. 

Be  it  finally  resolved,  that 
Mississippi  Baptists,  out  of  a  desire 
for  respect  of  the  Lord’s  Day  and 
obedience  to  God's  word,  call  upon 
Christian  parent.s,  church  leaclers, 
and  community  leaders  to  take  a 
stand  in  protecting  Sunday  as  a 
day  of  worship  ana  rest  anci  not  to 
enter  into  competition  with  the 
church  for  the  minds  and  loyalties 
of  people  in  their  community. 


No.  2  RESOLUTION  ON 
FAITHFUL  SERVANTS 


Whereas  there  are  many  faithful 
serv'ants  of  God  serving  our  Lord 
and  his  Church  both  in  Mississippi 
and  around  the  world,  and 

Whereas,  these  faithful  serc  ants 
have  lovingly  and  willingly  made 
personal,  financial,  stKial,  and  fam¬ 
ily  sacrifices,  and 

Whereas  the  families  of  these 
faithful  servants  have  stood  by 
them  and  experienced  the  pressure 
of  isolation  that  is  so  muen  a  part 
of  faithful  ministry,  and 

Whereas  these  faithful  servants 
labor  daily  without  thought  of 
reward  or  recognition. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the 
messengers  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  affirm  our 
appreciation  and  affection  for  each 
of  the  faithful  servants  of  God  who 
seek  daily  to  work  and  witness  to  a 
lost  and  oroken  world,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we 
express  our  appreciation  to  their 
families  who  faithfully  stood  by 
them  and  joined  them  in  their  sac¬ 
rifice  of  service,  and 

Be  it  finally  resolved  that  we 
covenant  to  prayerfully  ask  our 
heavenly  Father  to  continue  to 
empower  and  bless  each  faithful 
servant  and  their  families  as  they 
serv’e  in  our  state  and  around  the 
world. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

1997-98  Executive  Committee 

Sue  Dockery,  member  Dean  Tlmbes,  pastor  Ex  officio  members 

Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson  Hillcrest  Church,  New  Albany 

Curtis  Guess,  pastor  Robert  Upchurch,  member  Dean  Register,  president 

Weir  Church,  Weir  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo  Miss.  Baptist  Convention 

Frank  Harmon,  pastor  Johruw  Walker,  pastor 

First  Church,  Newton  First  Church,  Winona  Bill  Causey,  executiv^e  director 

Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Bd. 

Bobby  Kirk,  member 
Roundaway  Ch.,  Doddsville 

Kermit  McGregor,  pastor 
First  Church,  Menaenhall 


No.  4  RESOLUTION  ON  25TH 
ANNIVERSARY  OF  ROE  V. 
WADE 


Kiely  Young,  pastor 
First  Churoi,  Gulfport 


Jerry  Mixon,  pastor 
Rociy  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale 


Thad  Moore,  pastor 
First  Church,  Holly  Springs 

Gary  Richardson,  pastor 
First  Church,  West  Point 

Dan  Robertson,  pastor 
WeSi  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc 


Whereas  Christian  believers  in 
over  60  countries  around  the  world 
are  daily  persecuted  for  their  faith 
in  Christ  and  their  obedience  to  his 
Word,  and 

Whereas  the  plague  of  Christian 
p>ersecution  affects  more  than  200 
million  people  who  daily  face  the 
reality  of  physical  retaliation  and 
even  death,  and 

Whereas  an  additional  400  mil¬ 
lion  believers  daily  face  discrimi¬ 
nation  and  legal  impediments 
because  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  and 
Whereas  many  Christian  bodies 


David  Sellers,  pastor 
Tylertown  Church,  Tylertown 

Beii4INninons,  retired  semi- 
luff^^ofessor 
PaMpr%>riTigs  Dr.  Church, 


MissMPP^^Saptfst  CoWNSflPfen 

were  (from  left)  Jerry  hSxon,  pastor  of  Rocky  Credc  Ch 
Luce(Jate  -  vic»  president;  Itomit  McCre^^  pas^  of  First  D»i 
Meno^ali  -  f^»dent;  and  Thad  Moore,  pastor  of  Fi«4f  Ch 
HdUy  SoHngr*  reoordkfi  soeniHY.  The  bowdtntft  immedwtely 
the  e^wtment  at  m  m?  anmia^  sMk  V  ^ 
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Lay  Missions  speaker  urges  return  to  basics 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communication  Director 


"The  Kingdom  Agenda: 
Experiencinjg  God  in  Your 
Workplace,"^  which  was  also 
the  tneme  of  the  conference 
Lay  itself,  said  that  in  today's  terms, 
7  at  those  jobs  would  be  zoologist 
told  and  fanner. 

jobs  "It's  not  the  type  of  job  you 
ani-  do  that  makes  (it)  holy  or  secu¬ 
lar,"  said  Rogers.  "It's  the 
;ers,  nature  of  your  relationship 
tied  with  the  Almighty." 

I  Rogers  contrasted  God's  job 
description  with  that  of  man's, 
explaining  that  God's  job 
description  is  to  be  creator,  ini¬ 
tiator,  ruler,  and  provider. 

"Sin  enters  the  marketolace 
when  man  takes  on  God's  job 
description,"  said  Rogers,  not¬ 
ing  that  man's  job  is  to  cooper¬ 
ate  with  God's  creation, 
respond  to  God's  initiatives, 
obey  God's  rules,  and  depend 
on  God's  provision. 

Rogers  later  told  just  over 
.300  people  who  attended  the 
conference  banquet,  "If  you 
really  love  God,  it  affects  the 
way  you  live  out  your  life." 

He  added,  "No  one  has  a 
greater  influence  than  a  man  or 


GOD  AT  WORK  —  Mike  Rogers,  speaker  at  the  Lay  Missions 
Conference,  said  that  "God  is  always  at  work  whether  we  know  it  or 
not,"  2ind  that  "God  always  accomplishes  his  objectives  in  spite  of 
what  people  do  or  believe.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


woman  who  is  right  with  God." 

A  second  spea^r  at  the  ban¬ 
quet  was  Howell  W.  Todd,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Baptist-affiuated 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton, 
who  said,  "We  must  recognize 
that  there  is  holy  work  to  be  done 


outside  the  work  of  the  church." 

He  pointed  out  that  it  is 
important  to  him  "as  a  layman 
and  as  head  of  our  flagship 
institution  to  mirror  Christ  in 
evendhing  I  do." 

"My  greatest  joy  is  the  affir¬ 
mation  that  I'm  exactly  where 
I'm  supposed  to  be." 

During  the  conference, 
Bobby  and  Dixie  Kennec^  of 
Wesson  and  James  and  ^^ttie 
Ray  of  Ripley,  were  named  out- 
astor,  guest  standing  volunteers  and  given 
It  Cooper,  plaques. 

Also,  Jim  Didlake,  consul¬ 
tant  in  the  Mississippi 
Brotherhood  Department,  was 
given  the  award  of  merit  from 
tne  Brotherhood  Commission, 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  and  was  made  a 
member  of  the  International 
Legion  of  Royal  Ambassador 
(RA)  Leaders,  for  his  15  years 
of  work  with  RAs. 


MAKING  IT  A  PRIORITY  — 
Priority,  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  singing  group  at 
Mississippi  College,  provided 
music  at  the  Oct.  27  Lay 
Missions  Conference  banquet 
at  First  Church,  Jackson.  (Photo 
by  Tim  Nicholas) 


Faith,  Silver  Creek:  Nov.  9;  Association,  guest  speaker;  2  and  preaching,  10:30  a.m.;  noon 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor-  p.m.,  special  dedicahon  of  the  meal;  Robin  Nichols,  Clinton, 
ship,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal  in  fel-  new  MOO  sq.  ft.  education  former  interim 
lowship  hall;  1  p.m.  service  building  and  6000  sq.  ft.  remod-  speaker;  Dwi 
focusing  on  15th  annive^ry  eled  fellowship  hall,  office  area,  music;  Bettye  Fowell,  organ; 
and  church  .  history;  George  and  senior  adult  classroom;  Bill  Sylvia  Graves,  piano;  M.  L. 
Lee,  Columbia,  guest  speaker;  Causey,  executive  director-trea-  Wallace,  pastor. 

James  Netherland,  guest  singer;  surer,  Mississippi  Baptist 

John  L.  Jones,  pastor.  Convention  Board,  will  bring  Bunker  Hill,  Columbia: 

the  charge.  Nov.  23;  11  a.m.;  L.  C.  Hoff,  for- 

First,  Nettleton:  Nov.  9;  11  mer  pastor,  guest  speaker; 

a.m.;  dinner  in  fellowship  hall;  Bogue  Chitto  (Lincoln):  Charles  Lewis  Polk,  former 
Paul  Wilson,  Tupelo,  guest  Nov.  9;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  music  director,  music;  dinner  in 
speaker;  George  C.  Johnson,  worship,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal  in  activity  center  following  wor- 
pastor.  fellowship  hall;  building  dedi-  ship  service;  Jim  Ray,  pastor. 

cation  service  following  lunch 
Bellevue,  Hattiesbu^:  Nov.  for  new  fellowship  hall  which 
9;  45th  anniversary;  Sunday  was  built  debt  free;  Talmadge 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11  Smith,  director  of  missions, 
a.m.;  covered  dish  dinner  on  Lincoln  Association,  guest 
grounds;  Doug  Benedict,  direc-  speaker;  Bill  Hudson,  pastor, 
tor  of  missions,  Lamar 

Smithville  (Monroe):  Nov.  9; 
fellowship  meal  following 
morning  services;  Kermit  Brann, 
preaching;  Messengers  Quartet, 
singing;  Lee  Gardner,  pastor. 


Celebrate  Global  Missions 


New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 

wnx  THE 

^International 
KVIissibn  Board 


John  R.  Couch,  pastor,  dies 


John  Richard  Couch,  70,  died  County.  He  was  currently  serv- 
Sept.  30  at  his  home  in  Tupelo  ing  as  interim  pastor  at  Zion 

after  a  sudden  illness.  He  was  Church,  Pontotoc  Countv.  _  _ _ ,, 

bom  Oct.  21,  1926,  in  Pacific,  Survivors  include  his  wife  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  singing 
Missouri.  He  graduated  from  Joan  B.  Couch;  three  daughters, 

Tupelo  High  School  and  Ruth  Brunner  of  Burlington, 
received  degrees  from  Lake  Wis.,  Roberta  Moorehead  of 
Forest  College,  Lake  Forest,  Ill.;  Rosedale,  and  Regina  Yeager  of 
Delta  State  University,  Springhill,  Tenn.;  one  son. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 
.Stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Wednesday,  November  19 

Missions  Walk- About 
{4:30  p-m.,  NOBTS  Hardin  Student  Center) 

Historic  Missionary  Appointment  Service 
{7p.m.,  Leaved  Chapel) 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 


Children’s  Mission  Event 

{7p.m.,  Ret  Center,  for  children  in  K-3rd  grade;  prtregistration  required) 


After-Glow  for  College  Students 
{following  the  appointment  service  in  the  HSC) 


Contact  Dr.  Don  Stewart  at  504/282-4435,  ext.  3583 for  more  information. 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


The  Baptist  Record 


November  6, 1997 


PK  UNSOUND 
Editor: 

Since  its  inception  in  1990,  the 
Promise  Keepers  (PK)  move¬ 
ment  has  purported  to  bring 
men  of  all  religious  denomina¬ 
tions  together  to  worship,  pray, 
and  learn  how  to  be  more  Oxlty 
men  in  a  Godless  society. 

While  the  basic  goals  and 
aims  of  the  PK  movement  are 
noteworthy,  the  underlying 
premise  that  believers  should 
forget  their  denominational  dif¬ 
ferences  in  order  to  pray,  wor¬ 
ship,  and  learn  is  completely 
conh'ary  to  the  scriptural  princi¬ 
ples  of  separation  nrom  unbelief 
and  errant  brethren  in  the  Lord. 


A  major  tenet  of  the  PK 
movement  is  that  the  move¬ 
ment  has  gone  beyond  doc¬ 
trine;  therefore,  denominarion- 
al  ecumenical  unity  is  promot¬ 
ed  by  this  principle  wriich  PK 
maintains  as  being  true. 

People  are  being  encouraged 
to  de-emphasize  doctrine  so  mey 
can  come  together  as  though 
doctrine  is  a  meaningless  detail. 
What  is  doctrine,  but  the  body  of 
truth  entrusted  to  tt\e  saints  once 
and  for  all?  Doctrine  divides 
because  truth  divides. 

This  ecumenicity  (promoting 
universal  cooperation  and  unity 
among  religious  groups)  is  dis¬ 
graceful  to  an  aU-noly  God  who 
places  a  great  emphasis  on  the 


urity  of  his  church.  Bom-again, 
ible-believing  Christians  must 
not  join  hands  with  any  individ¬ 
ual  or  denomination  that 
preaches  a  false  gospel  or  join 
with  other  denominations  that 
do  the  same. 

Beware  of  anyone  who 
advocates  full  support  and 
cooperation  with  Roman 
Catholicism  or  any  other  false 
religious  system  such  as,  but 
not  limited  to:  Mormonism, 
Jehovah  Witnesses,  Christian 
Science,  the  New  Age 
Movement,  and  the  serious 
heresies  in  apostate  Protestant 
churches. 

Bennett  Blanton 

Houston 


S 


Healtbpltx:  TIm  Miprfait  tl  MtAcal  Cm  ami  WillMtt 


On  Nov.  1 ,  history  was  made  on  the  campus  of  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton.  Amid  the  bustle  of  Mississippi  College's  homecoming  ceremonies, 
a  crowd  of  officials  and  guests  cut  the  ribbon  on  the  Baptist  Healthplex  at 
Mississippi  College,  ushering  in  a  new  era  of  health  and  wellness  for 
people  in  Clinton  and  the  surrounding  area. 

The  Healthplex  is  unique,  bringing  medical  care  and  wellness  facilities 
together  in  one  building.  The  106,0(X)  square  foot  Healthplex  not  only  fea¬ 
tures  30,(X)0  square  feet  of  office  space  for  a  number  of  physicians,  but 
also  a  world-class  athletic  club,  physical  therapy  and  rehab  space  and 
classrooms.  Several  physicians  have  begun  practicing  at  the  facility,  with 
more  expected  soon  in  a  number  of  specialty  areas. 

Clinical  services  to  be  offered  will  include  Family  Practice,  Physical 
Therapy,  Orthopedics,  Cardiac  Rehabilitation,  Radiology/Lab  services  and 
a  therapy  pool.  The  fitness  center  will  feature  a  cardiovascular  conditioning 
area  with  stair  machines,  treadmills,  bikes,  rowing  and  ski  machines;  an 
indoor  track  with  a  banked  course;  an  aerobics  studio;  a  climbing  wall; 
racquetball  and  squash  courts;  a  full  gymnasium  with  two  basketball  courts; 
full-service  locker  rooms  and  a  6-lane  lap  pool. 

The  Healthplex  is  the  result  of  a  cooperative  partnership  among  Baptist 
Health  Systems,  Mississippi  College  and  Michigan-based  Healthcare 
Equities  Group  (HEG).  HEG  will  operate  the  facility,  supported  by  the 
health  and  education  resources  of  its  two  partner  institutions.  "It's  part  of 
our  mission  to  provide  high-quality  Christian-based  medical  care,"  said 
Baptist  CEO  Kurt  W.  Metzner.  "The  Healthplex  is  one  example  of  how 
we're  reaching  out  through  that  mission  to  provide  a  complete  program 
of  health,  fitness  and  lifestyle  couriseling  to  help  people  live  better  lives." 

Understanding  the  Benefits  of  Medicai/Weilness  Faciilties 

Call  1-800-948-6262  for  more  information. 


C  1997  MiSMtippi  Baptist  Haalth  Sytlams 


PRAY  FOR  BRAZIL  WORK 

Dear  Editor: 

We  are  asking  you  to  please 
be  in  fervent  prayer  for  the 
evangelical  church  here  in 
Brasil. 

About  three  months  ago  a 
group  in  the  state  of  Bahia  Cen¬ 
tral  Brazil)  began  a  campaign 
against  the  evangelical  church¬ 
es  saying  that  they  were  "mak¬ 
ing  too  much  noise"  with  their 
soimd  equipment,  etc. 

Fact  is,  it  made  some  head¬ 
lines,  but  no  one  really  gave  it 
much  thought  since  there  is 
freedom  of  religion  here  just 
like  in  the  U.S. 

Now  things  have  worsened. 
They  have  passed  several  laws 
in  the  state  against  using  sound 
equipment  in  evangelical 
churches,  silence  laws,  laws 
against  certain  normally-used 
security  precautions  (bars  on 
windows),  etc. 

Today  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  president  of  the 
Baptist  Convention  in  Bahia  cit¬ 
ing  several  instances  of  Baptist 
churches,  and  other  evangeli¬ 
cals,  that  have  been  fined  by  the 
government  up  to  $200,000  (in 
U.S.  dollars). 

At  this  point,  the  laws  are 
only  state  laws,  but  this  is  a 
dangerous  precedent  that  has 
been  set. 

Please  pray  with  us  that 
these  laws  can  be  repealed,  that 
we  might  know  how  to  react  in 
the  face  of  this  attack  by  Satan, 
and  that  our  All-Powerrul  Lord 
Jesus  may  be  glorified. 

Larry  Braswell 

Chapeco,  Brazil 


Editor's  note:  Larry  Braswell, 
his  wife  Alicia,  and  their  family  are 
native  Mississippians  serving  as 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in 
Brazil  through  the  International 
Mission  Board. 


Our  rompanx  proiulh  rflainx  the 
name  of  nur  founder,  L.L.  Sanix.  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor 


L.L. 


INC. 


It  hits  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  siiKe 
1898. 


•  staineil  glass  •  carpel  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 

'  painting  •  more  than  290  complete 
CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 

FREE  BROCHURES 
1-800-537-4723 

P.  o.  Bos  14.10.  Waco.  TX  7070,1 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1-800  65-4  1  294 

Jjch  '.on  Ms  t)01 -0  j /■ 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  veriftcation.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

I 

I  Please  include  the  name  of  coop- 
■  erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem- 
^  ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


VINYL  SIDING 


mo  DOWN  PAYMENT- 100%  FHUUIK 
•  ROOFING  SAVE  NOW 


•  ROOM  AOOITION 

•  BATH-OEN 


KITCHEN 

CARPORT 


CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


mi 

S*  '  PwMo. 

W.A.C. 


Revival 

results 

Grace,  Philadelphia:  Oct.  5- 
8;  Kevin  Jones,  Soso,  evange¬ 
list;  Mark  Manning, 
Philadelphia,  music;  three  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith;  Dennis 
Duvall,  pastor. 

Walker  Hill,  Brandon:  18 

professions,  4  by  letter;  Clark 
Stewart,  Crystal  Springs,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Robert  Netterville,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Center  Ridge,  Yazoo  City: 

Sept.  21-25;  25  professions  of 
faith;  1 2  by  letter  or  statement; 
Tom  Cox,  evangelist,  Howard 
Collier,  pastor. 


Revival  Dates 


Oral,  Sumrall:  Nov.  9-1 2; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon. -Wed.  7  p.m.;  James 
Messer,  Mobile,  Ala.,  evange¬ 
list;  Philip  Butler,  Sumrall, 
music;  Thomas  McCormick, 
pastor. 

Hope,  West  Point:  Nov.  7- 
12;  Donnie  Guy,  Gulfport, 
evangelist;  Kris  Hollis,  music; 
Avery  lones,  pastor. 

Rock  Hill,  Brandon:  Nov. 
14-16;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7:30 
p.m.;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Jeff 
Powell,  BSU,  Mississippi 
College,  evangelist;  Tim 
Canterbury,  pastor. 

Antioch  (Holmes):  Nov. 
16-19;  Sunday,  5  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ricky  Blythe, 
Flora,  evangelist;  Nancy  Spell, 
Lexington,  music;  Riley 
Ainsworth,  pastor. 


Brotherhood  of  Unity  Church,  Attala  County,  under  the  direction 
of  Joe  Alexander,  had  a  mission  project  to  paint  North  Union 
Church,  Attala  County,  on  Sept  27.  Members  of  Unity  and  Sandhill 
churches  had  a  day  of  work  and  fellowship.  Lunch  was  served  by 
the  ladies.  Jessie  Scott  Jr.  is  pastor  of  Unity  Church. 

pictured  receiving  a  plaque 
from  Tom  Stevens,  pastor. 

Center  Grove  Church, 
Oktibbeha  Association, 
recently  dedicated  its  new  fel¬ 
lowship  building  in  honor  of 
Jay  and  Willodean  James.  Jack 
Teer  is  pastor. 

Homeboy  Celebration  will 
be  held  at  Sunrise  Church, 
Leake  Association,  at  9:30  a.m. 

Lena  Church,  Lena,  celebrat-  on  Nov.  9.  Speakers  are  men 
ed  "Myrtis  Bell  Day"  on  Oct.  12.  who  have  been  ordained  by  the 
Bell  (abov'e)  retired  as  church  church.  They  are  Wade 
organist  after  41  years.  She  is  Chappell,  pastor  of  Grandview 


GAs  of  Morgan  Chapel  Church,  Sturgis,  held  its  third  recognition 
service  on  Sept.  21.  Pictured  (from  left)  bottom  row  ,  are  Casey 
Risher  and  Katie  Lewis;  second  row,  Whitney  Morgan,  Sommer 
Reeves,  Tia  Vickers;  third  row,  Nikki  Hill,  Hailey  Reeves,  Neshay 
Vickers;  top  row,  Shelia  Morgan,  leader,  Ellen  Shaw,  director;  Jima 
Lewis,  Jenna  Harrington,  Hanna  Morgan,  and  Mae  Morgan  and 
Jamie  Lewis,  leaders. 


Staff  Changes 


Church,  Pearl;  Tim  Smith, 
director  of  Metro  Student 
Minist^,  Little  Rock,  Ark.; 
Eddie  Pilgrim,  pastor  of  Pearl 
Hill  Church,  Carthage;  and 
James  White,  pastor  of  Salem 
Church,  Carthage.  Lunch  will 
be  serv^ed  at  noon.  H.  Frank 
Smith  is  pastor. 

Walnut  Grove  Church, 
Leake  Association,  exceeded 
its  goal  of  $430,  offering 
amount  last  year,  for  the  World 
Hunger  Offering  ^  giving  a 
total  of  $638.66.  The  church 
familv  used  the  World  Hunger 
Rice  Bowl  Banks  to  collect  the 


money  for  a  month.  The  church 
also  exceeded  ,  its  goal  of  $550 
for  the  Margaret  Lackey 
(Offering  for  State  Missions  by 
giving  a  total  of  $565.  John  H. 
Pace  Jr.  is  pastor. 

First  Church,  Poplarville, 
win  host  J.  D.  Sumner  and  the 
Stamps  Quartet  in  concert,  Nov. 
20  at  7  p.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  tickets,  call 
(601)795-4531. 

The  Rowlands  will  be  in 
concert  at  Wheeler  Grove 
Church,  Corinth,  at  7  p.m.  on 
Nov.  9. 


Anthony  Langley,  minister 
of  music  and  youth  at 
McClellan  Road  Church,  Biloxi, 
announced  his  resignation 
effective  Nov.  2,  to  accept  a 
position  as  minister  of  music 
and  youth  at  First  Church, 
Arabi,  La.,  while  he  attends 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  Kenna 
Byrd  is  pastor  of  McClellan 
Road  Church. 

Sid  L.  Taylor  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  Orange  Grove 
Church,  Jackson  Association. 
He  and  his  wife  Kav  have 
entered  into  the  minfstrv  of 


evangelism  and  prison  min-^ 
istrv.  Taylor  founded 
PE(^/Justice  Ministries  17  years 
ago.  TTie  Tavlors  can  be  reached 
at  (601>  872^10. 

First  Church,  Nettleton,  has 
called  Christy  Anderson  of 
Saltillo  as  minister  of  youth 
effective  Sept.  9.  Anderson 
received  her  education  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  and 
Southwestern  Seminary. 
George  C.  Johnson  is  pastor. 


Planning  a  Church  Event? 

♦  Youth  Retreats  ♦  Staff  Retreats 
♦  Senior  Adult  trips  ♦  Mission  Trips 

Trovidence  !Honse  is  your  solution. 


We  can  provide: 

•  lodging 

•  meeting  space 

•  meal  set-up. 

•  help  with  sightseeing, 
tours,  and  cruises  in  the 
New  Orleans  area 


Contact  US  to  help  YOU 
plan  pour  event  at 

(504)  944-4455 


Providini’  Transportation  Solutions 


Check 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 
Buy! 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word.  $5  minimonn.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  addntss,  zip  code,  and  phone 
number  in  word  count  No  blind  ads.  Only  written  ads  accepted. 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 
Coach  1 5  Passenger,  /j 

Gas  or  Diesel  o 

NO  CDL  Required  _ _ 

72"  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
over  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
♦  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 


#t  in  Van  S 
Buses 


SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 
Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 


CALL  —  Swd  SateA  — 

4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 

501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Mcxlels 


ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  for  PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
Youfh/Recreation  Minister.  Send  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR- 
resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church  of  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat.  PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles 
Byram,  7541  Si  well  Road,  lackson,  MS  Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used  McClocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
39212.  Phone  601-372-3156.  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 


Charles 

Dealer. 


vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS. 
NEEDED:  A  PART-TIME  OR  BI-VOCA-  (601)  948-3391 .  Since  1965.  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 

TIONAL  minister  of  music.  Send  SBC  YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED:  steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 
resume  to:  Music  Search  Committee,  Spring/  Summer  missions  -  Atlanta,  1-800-830-0583. 

Yale  Street  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  Baltimore,  Branson,  Buffalo,  Chicago,  FOR  SALE:  1990  Wheeled  Coach  church 
816,  Cleveland,  MS  38732.  Dallas,  penver,  Washington,  El  Paso,  New  bus,  Ford-7. 3L  diesel  engine.  52,(X)0 

ACCEPTING  RESUMES:  Part-time  Orleans,  Philadelphia.  Package  includes  miles,  30  passenger  with  recliners, 
music  minister.  Send  to:  Pleasant  Hill  most  meals,  housing.  For  cost,  information,  $25,000.00.  First  Baptist  Church, 
Baptist  Church,  1383  Pleasant  Hill  call  Youth  on  Mission  800-299-0385.  Leland,  MS  601-686-7357  or  Yancy 
Road,  Columbus,  MS  39702.  CHURCH  BUSES!  CHURCH  BUSES!  DeLoach  601-686-9947  (evenings). 

HELP  WANTED:  Staff  pianist  and  Blue  Bird,  Turtle  Top,  World  Trans/new  NOTCH  ESTATES-BRANSON,  MO. 
staff  organist.  Immanuel  Baptist  and  clean  pre-owned  mcxlels  avail-  Condo,  1  mile  west  of  Silver  Dollar 
Church,  Cleveland,  MS.  G<x)d  able!  We  consider  all  trades.  Call  City,  2BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3 
Salary.  (601)  843-3507.  Harry  Hosey  at  Transportation  South,  nights,  4th  free;  oT  4  nights,  5th  free. 


steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 
1-800-830-0583. 


Baptist  Church,  1383  Pleasant  Hil 
Road,  Columbus,  MS  39702. 


Church,  Cleveland,  MS.  G<x)d  able!  We  consider  all  trades.  Call  City,  2BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3 
Salary.  (601)  843-3507.  Harry  Hosey  at  Transportation  South,  nights,  4th  free;  oT  4  nights,  5th  free. 

PERSONAL  CARE/ASSISTED  LIVING  Inc.  800-367-9463.  _  Free  continental  breakfast.  $95  daily. 

Available  in  Private  ujiscale  home.  24  YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games!  (SPECIAL  OFFER)  Golden  Anniv- 
hours  -  7  day  full  service  administered  Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  ersaries  -  4  nights  at  $95,  2  free 
by  owner-operator  with  30  years  med-  Outdcxrrs.  (601)  722-9000.  nights  plus  gift.  Other  specials  avail- 

ical  experience.  Information  by  your  STEEPLE  FOR  SALE:  Base  6ft.  x  6  ft.  able.  (601)  746-4632. 
inspection  visit  and  private  interview.  Height  18  to  20  ft.  Pitch  8/12.  Fiberglass.  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
Call  for  appointment,  Edwards,  MS  (601)  Goodwater  Baptist  Church,  Magee,  for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
852-2010.  MS  39111.  Telephone  (601)  849-2283.  Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 


for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 
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The  William  Carey  College 
^eech  and  Debate  Team 
(Forensics)  placed  first  overall 
at  the  Northeast  Louisiana 
State  University  Fall 
Invitational  held  recently  in 
Monroe,  La.  The  Crusader  team 
also  placed  first  in  individual 
events  sweepstakes  and  second 
in  debate  sweepstakes. 

Mississippi  Women's 
College  (MWC),  which 
became  William  Carey  College 
in  1954,  will  celebrate  home¬ 
coming  on  Nov.  14  and  15  on 
campus.  The  MWC  activities 
will  correspond  with  Carey's 
annual  homecoming.  Activities 
on  Friday  will  include  registra¬ 
tion  at  9  a.m.  in  the  Lucile 
Parker  Gallery,  luncheon  at 


12:15  p.m.  in  the  Wilkes  dining 
hall,  reunion  concert  at  2:30 
.m.,  and  reunion  concert  at 
:30  p.m.  in  Smith  Auditorium. 
A  street  party  will  be  held  on 
Saturday  at  12:30  p.m.  at  the 
Mission  Plaza  followed  by  a 
social  honoring  award  recipi¬ 
ents  and  college  retirees  at  3 
mm.  in  the  Lucile  Parker 
Gallery.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Alumni  Office  at 
(601)  582-6107. 

Mississippi  College  Music 
Department  will  present 
William  Farrar  Strum  of 
Jackson  in  a  voice  recital,  Nov. 
24,  at  8:15  p.m.  in  Aven 
Auditorium.  A  native  of 
Clinton,  Strum  is  the  son  of  Bill 
and  Lynda  Farrar  Strum. 


Names  in  the  News 


D'Lo  Church,  D'Lo,  recently 
ordained  Doug  Berry  (above) 
as  a  new  deacon.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Berry  and  Robert 
Sones,  pastor. 


New  Prospect  Church,  luka,  held  a  Deacon 
Ordination  Service  on  Sept.  21 .  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Doug  Christy,  pastor;  Gerald  Hodge,  deacon; 
Ronny  Stricklen,  deacon  chairman. 


h  All  I  IM-:  N  \lf  lisilk  AT^D  IHF  SlAlf  SMf^  CX  AHfl, 
II  I  Hl  Akll  AM  Pc  YS,  IMF  BiFIFKM  S  OlJAUM,  Ihf 

G(  sni  Mrssric-FLs,  AM  riitG(  sm  Sihm.s 

Tickets  are  available  at  the  Christian  Life  Bookstore 
$10  advance  $12  day  of  show 
Call  601-372-6466  for  more  information 

Proceeds  will  help  prevenl  child  abuse,  drug  abuse,  Easter  Seals,  families 
in  dire  need,  others  that  zoe  come  in  contact  with,  and  just  being  a  friend 
to  the  less  fortunate _ _ 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  tor:  Hospital  Room,  ^tensive  Care,  _ 

Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  — 

High  blood  pressure.  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc. 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50-»-) 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 

Low  Rates! 

Prescription  Savers  Plan;  Save  up  to  50% 

drugS^^”^*  □  Medicare  Supplement  under 
age  65 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-463-4348 


William  Carey  College  nursing  student  Lisa  Rawls  of  Ellisville 
(right)  offers  Trudy  johnson,  a  senior  biology  major  from  Sallis  (left), 
information  at  a  health  fair  recently  held  on  campus.  The  School  of 
Nursing  conducted  blood  pressure  screenings,  and  offered  informa¬ 
tion  on  how  to  detect  lumps  that  can  lead  to  breast  cancer  in  women 
or  testicular  cancer  in  men. 
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Johnny  L.  Sanders,  a  native 
of  Sledge,  was  honored  with  a 
reception  on  Sept.  27  at  First 
Place  of  First  Church,  West 
Monroe,  La.  He  was  presented 
with  a  plaque  from  the 
Louisiana 
B  a  p  t  i  s 
Convention 
at  the  fortieth 
anniversary 
of  his  ordina¬ 
tion  to 
ministry.  He 
was  given  the 
State  Lifetime 
of  Service 
Award, 

acknowledged  Jerry  Merriman,  director.  Student  Work,  Mississippi  Baptist 

by  Governor  Mike  Foster.  Convention  Board,  was  guest  speaker  at  First  Church,  Columbus, 
Sanders  is  a  graduate  of  Oct.  5,  for  BSU  Focus  Night  during  its  165th  anniversary  celebra- 
Mississippi  College,  New  lion.  Pictured  with  Merriman  (from  left)  are  Nell  Green  Sanford, 
Orleans  ^minary,  and  Luther  Betty  Jeane  Weeks  Dowdle,  and  Margaret  McClellan  Lewis,  former- 
Rice  Seminary.  ly  BSU  directors  at  MUW  and  present  members  of  First  Church. 


William  Carey  College's  Missionary  Kids  (standing,  back  row)  are 
Susan  Rorabaugn  of  Ennis,  Texas;  Summers  Dunaway  of  Brasilia, 
Brazil;  Frank  Rorabaugh  of  Ennis,  Texas  (seated  middle  row);  Alicia 
Parker  of  Belem  Para,  Brazil;  William  Drummond  of  Clinton; 
Neysua  Batchelor  of  Hattiesburg;  Danny  Ranter  of  Florence;  Val 
Peasso  of  Gruver,  Texas;  Amanda  J.  Taylor  of  Mulga,  Ala.  (front  row 
seated):  and  Angela  Ray  of  Korea.  Not  pictured  are  Alcidez  Hunez 
II  of  Lima,  Peru,  and  Rebekah  Lay  of  Prentiss.  In  a  continuing  effort 
to  expand  the  educational  opportunities  of  sons  and  daughters  of 
missionaries  serving  throughout  the  world,  William  Carey  College 
joins  the  International  Mission  Board  in  providing  scholarships  to 
missionary  kids  (MKs). 

I  I  =—  I 

“A  Mississippi  Tradition” 

43r({  Thanl^giving  QospeC Singing 

Mississippi's  Biggest  Thanksgiving  Gospel  Singing  will  be  held 
at  the  beautiful  Municipal  Auditorium  in  Jackson,  MS 

Friday,  November  28,  1 997 
7:30 
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Life  and  Work 

In  Jesus'  name 

]ohn  14:12-14;  15:14-16;  16:  23-24,  26;  1  John  5:13-16 


By  Geneva  England _ 

One  balmy  July  night,  a  con¬ 
fused  youth  sat  gazing  heaven¬ 
ly  at  the  tiny  twinkles  as  she 

Prayed,  "Dear  Heavenly 
atfier,  I  believe  1  belong  to  you, 
but  the  preacher  saiu  'if^  we 
ha\'e  dounts,  we  weren't  really 
saved.'  Please  help  me  to  know 
for  '.ure  that  1  bt'long  to  you." 

Ihe  stars  didn't  fall,  but  a 
calmness  blanketed  fhat  babe 
in  Christ,  sustaining  her 
throughout  the  years.  God 
heard  and  answered  her  sincere 
reuuest. 

Prayers  asked  in  Jesus'  name 
travel  a  powerful  network  to 
God  through  Christ  who  inter¬ 
cedes  for  his  children.  We  feel 
his  presence. 

Seeking  What  Glorifies 


God  (J}ohn  14:  12-14). 

Christians  can 
accomplish  much 
through  prayer.  If  England 
'on't  pray  regu¬ 
larly,  we  are  sure  to  suffer.  I 
Why?  Because  by  not  praying,  i 
w'e  essentially  admit  that  some-  f 
thing  other  than  G(.>d  controls  ( 
us.  Our  pravers  should  glori-  i 
fy  God  by  asking  within  his 
will  rather  than  asking  for  self-  1 
ish  indulgences.  Why  ask  for  a,  1 
new  clock,  when  we  need  a  i 
spiritual  awakening?  Why  ask  < 
for  a  vacation  when  we  need  a  i 
trip  through  the  Bible?  We  ! 
must  not  ask  amiss.  < 

God  is  concerned  with  our  I 
daily  needs  as  seen  in  the  model  < 


Participating  in  Jesus' 
work  (John  15: 14-16).  The 
work  of  Christ  involves 
Io\ing  others.  TlTe  ulti¬ 
mate  example  of  love 
occurred  when  Jesus  paid 
the  sin  debt  st*parating 
sinners  from  the  throne  of 
God.  Would  we  die  for 
someone  else,  especially 
I  someone  unknown?  John 
15:13  says,  "Greater  love 
hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a 
man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends."  Yet  Jesus  did  just  that. 
God  delights  in  our  perform¬ 
ing  Christian  love  and  ser\  ice. 
Enjoying  Immediate  .\ccess 
to  God  (John  16:  23-24,26). 
When  we  Christians  sin-and 
we  do  dailv-we  have  an  advo¬ 
cate,  Jesus  Christ,  who  gives  us 
immediate  access  to  God  the 
Father.  Thus  we  can  confess 
our  sins  and  be  forgiven  (1  John 
1:  9).  The  Holy  Spirit,  "another 
comforter"  (John  14:  16),  is  our 


prayer  "Give  us  our  daily  earthly  advocate  while  Jesus 
bread."  This  request  is  for  a  daily  Christ  is  our  heavenly  advo- 
staple,  not  a  yvarehouse  of  food.  cate.  What  a  comfort  to  enjoy 


this  close  relationship  with 
God  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit! 

Praying  According  to  God's 
Will  (1  John  5:  13-16).  These 
final  \erses  of  First  John  pro¬ 
vide  confidence  in  the  security 
of  the  belie\’er.  John  declares 
"You  mav  know  that  you  have 
eternal  life"  through  belief  in 
the  name  of  the  Son  of  God. 
This  assurance  of  eternal  life 
leads  believers  to  pray  confi¬ 
dently,  realizing  our  prayers 
w  ill  be  answ  ered  when  w'e  pray 
according  to  God's  w'ill.  God 
directs  us  to  ask  although  he 
alread\  knows  our  needs  and 
desires,  but  our  humble  sub¬ 
mission  in  asking  is  opposite 
the  prideful  heart  he  hates. 
Through  a  close  w'alk  with 
God,  we  tend  to  ask  more  in 
accord  with  his  w'ill.  He  then 
"hears  us"  with  understanding 
and  sympathy. 

John  says,  "Because  we  obey 
his  commands  and  do  what 
pleases  him"  we  can  receive 
"anything  we  ask"  (1  John  3:21- 


22).  Notice  that  this  promise  is 
contingent  on  our  proper  rela¬ 
tionship  wdth  him.  We  cannot 
have  a  half-hearted  commit¬ 
ment  c'r  a  pretense  faith,  "  For 
God  is  greater  than  our  hearts, 
and  he  knows  everything  (1 
John  3:20  NIV). 

The  Lord  himself,  when 
praying  to  the  Father,  said, 
^'Nevertheless,  not  my  will,  but 
Thine  be  done."(Luke  22:42). 
God  honors  those  who 
acknowledge  him  in  all  their 
w'avs  and  trustingly  leave  the 
answers  and  timing  w'ith  him. 
Therefore,  we,  the  sheep  of  his 
fold,  trust  his  promise  of  eter¬ 
nal  life  —  "an  inheritance  that 
does  not  fade  away"  (1  Peter  1:3- 
4  MV). 

As  you've  probably 
guessed,  I  was  the  young  girl 
disturbed  about  her  salvation. 
The  assurance  that  God  gave 
me  that  night  as  1  prayed  has 
filled  my  life  with  joy  and  con¬ 
fidence.  Prayer  works! 

England  is  a  member  of  First 
Chnrm,  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Continuing  in  faith 


Genesis  17:1-27 


By  Jason  Bird 


"Walk  before  me  and  be 
blameless."  Twenty-four  years 
after  initially  calling  Abram  to 
leave  his  homeland  and  go  to  the 
place  he  would  show  him,  this 
was  Gtxi's  call  to  Abram.  This 
was  a  call  to  continue  to  walk  in 
faith  and  to  be  distinct  from 
other  people  who  did  not  believe 
in  God.  This  is  the  same  call  God 
issues  to  believers  ttxdav.  We  also 
must  continue  to  walk  in  faith 
and  be  distinct  from  thi>se  who 
have  not  committed  themselves 
to  God.  The  covenant  of  circum¬ 
cision  can  lead  us  to  see  how  we 
may  respond  to  Gtxi's  challenge 
to  continue  to  walk  in  faith. 

New  names  for  the  people  of 


promise  (17:1-5, 15-16). 

God  wanted  his  chil¬ 
dren  of  promise  to  be  Bii 
distinct  among  the 
pagan  nations  surrounding 
them.  One  of  the  things  he  did 
was  change  their  names  and  give 
them  names  which  reflected  his 
purpose  in  their  life.  Abram 
meant  "exalted  father"  and 
could  actually  have  applied  to 
many  fathers.  God  changed  his 
name  to  Abraham,  which  meant 
"father  of  many."  That  name 
could  or^  apply  h'  one  man 
whom  God  nad  promised  to 
make  the  father  of  a  nation. 

Likewise,  Sarai  had  her  name 
changed.  Sarai  meant  "my 
princess",  while  Sarah  simply 
meant  "princess."  She  w'ould 


not  only  be  the  wife  of 
Abraham  and  the  moth¬ 
er  of  his  child,  she  would 
actually  be  the  mother  of 
an  entire  nation. 

The  new  identity  indi¬ 
cated  their  new  relation¬ 
ship  with  Christ. 
Likewise,  when  we  come 
to  know  Christ,  we  also 
have  a  new  identity.  Our 
names  may  not  cnange, 
but  our  purposes  do.  When  we 
submit  our  lives  to  Christ,  he 
takes  ordinary  folks  like 
Abraham  and  Sarah  and  uses 
them  in  extraordinary  ways  to 
accomplish  his  purposes.  Once 
we  give  our  lives  to  Christ,  we 
no  longer  live  for  ourselves;  we 
have  a  new  identity  as  a  part  of 
the  family  of  God  and  a  new 
calling  to  tell  others  about 
God's  greatness. 

The  sign  of  the  covenant 
(17:6-14).  For  the  first  time,  God 
spoke  of  a  special  relationship, 
not  only  with  Abraham,  but 
with  his  descendants  as  well. 


Abraham's  children  were  to 
receive  a  special  mark  of  distinc¬ 
tion  which  would  separate  them 
as  God's  chosen  people.  This 
was  the  sign  of  me  covenant 
God  made  with  his  people,  seal¬ 
ing  them  as  his  own. 

Believers  are  under  a  new 
covenant  established  by  Jesus 
Christ  at  Calvary.  However, 
there  is  still  a  seal  marking  this 
covenant.  That  seal  is  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God  given  to  everyone 
who  has  submitted  their  life  to 
Christ. 

A  moment  of  doubt  (17:17- 
19).  As  the  experiences  of 
Abraham  have  already  shown, 
even  great  men  of  faith  have 
times  when  they  simply  don't 
understand  what  (3oa,4s  plan¬ 
ning 'to  do.  When  rertiinded., 
again  of  God's  plan  to  make  a 
great  nation,  Abraham  literally 
toll  to  the  ground  laughing.  The 
ver\'  idea  of  two  people  as  old 
as  he  and  Sarah  having  a  child 
was  inconceivable  to  Abraham. 

Fortunatelv  for  Abraham, 


God  did  not  get  angry  at  this 
lack  of  respect  or  this  question¬ 
ing.  Instead,  God  simply  reaf¬ 
firmed  what  he  had  told 
Abraham  all  along.  God 
reminded  Abraham  he  didn't 
change  his  mind  and  he  didn't 
forget  his  promises. 

Obedience  to  God  (17:23-27). 
God's  reassurances  must  have 
strengthened  Abraham's  faith. 
He  didn't  waste  any  time  but 
immediately  began  to  imple¬ 
ment  God's  plan  of  circumcision 
for  everyone  connected  with  his 
household.  As  he  had  done 
when  he  left  his  homeland,  , 
Abraham  demonstrated  his 
faith  by  his  obedience  to  God. 

It  is  one  thing  to  say  we  have 
faith  in  God,  it  is  quite  another 
to  Jive  like  it.  We  always  show 
validity  of  our  faith  our 
obedience  to  God.  Like 
Abraham,  we  need  to  answer 
the  call  to  continue  to  walk  in 
faith  and  trust  in  God. 

Bird  is  pastor,  15th  Avenue 
Church.  Meridian. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Make  the  harid  choices 


Ezra  9:1-10:17 


By  Wayne  VanHorn _ 

Last  wtx'k's  lesson  indicated 
that  the  people  of  the  Post-exil¬ 
ic  period  sought  to  adhere 
more  closely  to  the  Law  of 
Moses  (Ezra' 6: 18).  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  note  that  the  dedication 
of  the  Temple  tixik  place  in  516 
B.C.  Tixlay's  lesson  deals  with 
events  that  occurred  during 
Ezra's  tenure  as  scribe.  Ezra  dici 
not  return  to  the  land  until  458 
B.C.  During  the  periixl  between 
the  Temple  dedication  and  the 
return  of  Ezra  to  the  land,  the 
men  of  Judah  had  taken  non- 
Hebrew  wives. 

Painful  Discovery  (Ezra  9:1- 
3).  Ezra's  discovered  that  some 


of  the  Hebrew  men  had 
intermarried  with  "the 
daughters"  of  foreign-  Van  Horn 

ers.  Essentialh  the 
problem  was  not  racism  but  pe 
rather  purity  of  worship.  We  are  s<i; 
a*minaed  oT  the  Lord's  prohibi¬ 
tion  against  marrying  the  10 
"inhabitants  of  the  land"  lest  di 
they  "make  your  sons  play  the  ac 
harlot  after  their  gtxis''  (Extxl.  of 
34:15-16;  Deut.  7:3-4;  RSV).  The  pi 
most  notable  historical  prixif  of  na 
the  danger  of  contamination  is  to 
found  in  1  Kings  11:1-11.  lit 
Solomon's  love  for  many  foreign  (L 
women  resulted  in  a  half-heart-  ar 
ed  devotion  at  best  to  the  Lord,  op 
The  Lord  vowed  to  tear  the  king-  d< 
dom  away  from  Solomon  G( 


because  of  the  king's 
fcxilish  disrespxvt  i>f  tne 
Lord's  prohibition  When 
Ezra  returned  to  the  land 
of  ludah  he  discovered 
painfullv  that  man\'  men, 
including  the  'officials 
and  chief  men"  (Ezra  y;2) 
h.rd  incurred  guilt  in  this 
matter.  Seemingly,  the 
lessons  of  historv  had 
btvn  forgotten.  God's 
pHxip^le  were  headed  down  the 
s<ime  riwd  of  dist>bedience. 

Necessary  Correction  (Ezra 
10:9-11).  Ezra's  response  to  this 
discoverv  was  to  pray.  He 
acknowledged  the  sin  and  guilt 
of  past  generations  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Ezra  referred  to  "the  rem¬ 
nant,"  to  "his  holy  place,"  and 
to  God's  desire  to  ^'grant  us  a 
little  reviving  in  our  bondage" 
(10:8).  Ezra  viewed  his  time 
and  circumstances  as  a  new 
opportunity  for  the  pieople  to 
develop  as  the  "holy  race"  that 
God  had  intended  for  them  to 


be  all  along  (see  Exodus  19:4-6; 
Ezra  9:2).  Due  to  the  danger  of 
religious  contamination  or  syn¬ 
cretism,  Ezra  prayed  to  God, 
acknowledging  the  sins  of  the 
px-ople  in  this  matter.  The  term 
unclean"  in  9:11  refers  to  idol¬ 
atrous  Liractices.  Desperate 
lintcs  called  for  desperate  mea¬ 
sures!  In  lO:^^-!!  Ezra  gathered 
the  men  of  Judah  and  Benjamin 
in  the  square  in  front  of  the 
Temple.  He  asked  them  to  do 
three  things  to  rectify  the  situa¬ 
tion:  first,  make  confession  to 
the  Lord  of  their  wrongful  mar¬ 
riage  to  foreign  women;  sec¬ 
ond,  do  the  Lord's  w-ill,  mean¬ 
ing  to  commit  to  raising  godly 
offspring  (.see  Malachi  2:1 5L 
and  third,  to  divorce  them¬ 
selves  from  their  foreign  wi\  es. 
Only  in  this  way  could  the  sur¬ 
vival  and  purity’  of  the  people 
of  God  be  maintained. 

Compassionate  Obedience 
(Ezra  10:12-14).  These  events 
took  place  in  the  "in  the  ninth 


month"  (10:9)  w'hich  is  around 
December,  during  the  midst  of 
the  rainv  season.  The  men 
acknowledged  their  wrongdo¬ 
ing  but  asked  for  time  to  delitXT- 
ate  and  to  handle  the  disstilution 
of  their  marriages  in  an  appxo- 
piriate  manner  (10:12-14).  The 
pnxess  tiHik  three  months  and 
resulted  in  the  dissolution  of  110 
marriages.  The  purpose  of  these 
divorces  was  to  avert  "fierce 
wrath  of  our  Gcxi"  (10:14).  Often 
our  disobedience  r>uts  us  in  situ¬ 
ations  that  can  only  be  corrected 
through  drastic  measures.  Only 
through  prayer  and  a  clear 
understanding  of  God's  Word 
can  corrective  measures  be 
taken.  The  mass  divorce  of 
Ezra's  day  was  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  and  appropriate  for  their 
time  and  situahon.  The  same 
action  would  not  be  appropriate 
for  Christians  today  (see  I 
Corinthians  7:12-16). 

VanHorn  is  pastor,  First 
Church. .  Columbia. 


Mr  dc  Md.  T  \V  \\eM 
E.  J.  WHsh 

Dr.  Jt  Mr*.  W,  C,  Sicwiin 
Mrs  W.  V.  (Rub>  ►  ^eslbfwA.  Sr 
Mr.  Chesbrr  K.  B«enih<xir 
Nfrs  Fred.!  J.  Laughlin 
Miss  Trelld  Laughim 
Mr  &  Mrs  W.  Han>ld  Du\  is 
Mrs.  Bill  (Jeanette)  White 
Mr.  &.  Mrs.  Hugh  E.  Linder 
Mr.  Wusne  H  Clupiiun 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Allun  L.  Fields 
Jim  BiHvcr  -  Chesnm  Ins. 
Bill  Schrueder 
Mrs.  C.W.  White 
The  Pe*>ples  Bank  &  Trust 
Jeanette  While 
Bixmnie  &  Dixris  Criiv^tiHd 
Christopher  Scott  W'ile> 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cruise 
Mrs.  Frances  M.  W  ilkerson 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Emesi  L.  Scruggs 
Mr.  Hiram  G.  Williams.  Jr. 

Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Howard  Bndges 
Mr.  *  Mrs  Charles  E  Speed 
Mr  Si  Mrs  Jack  D.  Bern 
Re>.  Burnell  Williams 
Drama  Pace  &  Faniil> 

Kathleen  Cmucli  &  Family 
Ka)  Smith  Si  Faniil) 

Marsha  Danrell  Sc  Family 
Robert  Marion  W  iUiamson 
Mrs.  Kathryn  S  Ellis4>n 
Elaine  W  illoaghby 
Mrs.  Earl  Alkm 

Mr.  &  Mis  JaiiK^  Paul  RohinMiO 
I.esia  Mihmt  Wilvai 
Mr  A  Mr'  Li*n  D  Pcjipci  Sr 
Mrs.  Xctres  W  ittshirc 
!».<.  i,>  SSC  \Soss,»n  H( 

Ml.  (lilbeii  WirilMTiic 

.li  A  Mis  Hin-IJL  M.unn 
Fha  W  itisirad 
Mj  a  NL-  IV  .  O.L... 

Ml.  I».  M.  \\tl( 

Ml  A  M  >  \  1  1  ; 

Kuhen  Wtdt* 

M.'  A  Nils  W.i 
Mrs.  Xirgii'i.!  WiMidlutm 
Ml  A  S'  I.  K  I..'  5... 

Mrs.  Bessk  (>.*rrk'k  \auu 
Mr  A  Mr'  h4in  H 


Mr  Si  Mrs  Sheiicll  Slurdisaiil 
Dona  Rousey 
Fidehs  SSC  Highland  BC 
A.  D.  Shaw 

Brunt-Word  Auunyiaises 
Terry  W  UK 
Felkmship  BC 
Res.  &  Mrs.  Jim  \ates 
Mr  &  Mrs  Terry  ('luinpKHi 


Mrs.  Ha/el  Funkr 
Divcas  ,S.SC  Bow  nur  Avenue  B(' 

Mr.  Jack  Freeney 
Mr  A  Mrs  Marc  us  W  Ware 
Ntrianic  Fuller 
Feni  Sc  Dnie  Paiiie 
HiHv  tk  FuIUhi 
Mr  Si  Mrs,  Philip  H  West 
Mrs.  Mellve  Pkixe  Furr 
Mis  SiiiHtn  J.  Lems 
Fat  (iallagher 
Mrs  Mary  E.  Sanford 
Mrs.  Ruth  M.  (iallaspy 
Mr  Si  Mrs  Jimmy  .lenkins 
Mrs.  Mary  (ieoskejten 
Mrs.  Dixothy  B.  Rt>berts<>n 
Mrs.  J.  R.  (iipson 
Mrs  W'  G  Yates 
Mrs.  Nancy  (iofT 
Mr  A  -Mrs.  Bill  WiImhi 
Horace  (tolnion 
Lamar  Sc  Sherry  Foote 
Ri>ger  Sc  Debra  White 
Mrs.  Kenneth  (Donna)  (Gordon 
Tom.  Bettye  Sc  Jennie  Coward 
Mr  Sc  Mis.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 
Mr,  A  Mrs.  James  Rochester 
Ms.  Hi>pe  H.  Hawkins 
Mrs.  Wilma  (>raminer 
Mr.  Si  Mrs.  Robert  G.  GntVilh 
Mrs.  ^tildred  (iraves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  B  Hatten 
Mr.  Bobby  (firenaway 
Sheron  Carpenter  Coals 
Ren  Cireer 

Mr  A  Mrs  J  Richard  Yining  Jr 
Maurine  tiregg 
Mr.  A  Mrs  L  W'  Didcr 
Mrs.  Margaret  McDade  ((Ulley 
Leroy.  .Sandra  A  Morgan  Peeples 
Ms  Nell  T.  Campbell 
Ml'.  Beth  B.  B^niiidx 
Mrs.  Lois  McWilliams  (iully 
Vlrs.  Kay  A,  W  helan  Jr. 

(  uiits  B.  (fUiiler.  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkms 
Thelma  Joyce  Smith  Hales 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Mcivm  .Sanvlerti»rd 
Phil  Smith 
Mrs.  Helen  Ham 
Mi.  Si  Mrs  J,  L.  Reeves 
Kevin  Hankins 

Mr  A  Mrs  John  P.  Ralelilt  • 

Kenneth  I  Bud)  Harper 
IX  A  Mrs  Bivhby  L.  .^danis  A  SiulT 
Greg  Harris 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Hugh  R.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Bobby  Hartley 
Mr  A  Mrs  Paul  H.  Stanley 

Mra.  Joe  B.  Hartley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Arendale 
Ms.  Dorothy  Pitts 
EdRhHcnMtcr 
Mrs.  Irene  Loflus 
Chnrks  Henderaoo 
Ruth  Stubbs  A  Brace 
Mr.  W.  T.  Hendrix 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Allen  W  Clark  fl 
Mr.  W.  B.  Hen 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Mr.  Samnri  CccU  HW 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Chester  W.  Ma-sterson 
Mrs.  Rnby  Hottnipworth 
Jessie  W.  Lewis 


Mary  JacLson 
.Mr.  A  Mrs.  Claretwe  Tnplett 
Mr.  W.  H.  Jackson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  B  Coleman  Jr. 

Mrs.  Irene  Jackson 
Mr  Si  Mrs.  JameN  D.  Pickcti 
Fkissie  Jarnagin 
Mrs  Ethel  L  Gaftiwd 
James  Johnson 
t  iikJ.v  ((  Sh.  tlehvrd 
Mr.  Paul  JohuMtfi  — 

Mr  A  Mrs  Daniel  Lee 
I'ory  (iuy  Jones 
DtHiru  Renea  .Moore  A  Family 
Harold  JiHves 
Mrs  Fran  Kcrley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Delma  J  Roherts 
Harold  L.  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Lee  Sr. 

Mr.  Leroy  Kendrkk 
Ruth  sk'  Hurley  BC 
Molly  Kent 
Tim  A  Helen  .Andersivn 
Kenneth  Kiddy 
Ciene  A  Sue  Mullins 
.\rchie  M.  Kimbnmgh 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Knight 
Mr.  Brian  Kinsey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  C.  Conant 
Ralph  A.  Boykin 
Mr.  Curtis  Kirk 
Mr  A  Mrs,  James  D.  Pickett 
Ed  A  Uhiisc  Smith 
Mrs.  Thelma  Kirkland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Maxwell  A  Cheryl 
Thelma  Kirkland 
Paul  A  Linda  .•\lhnlton 
Mr  Pete  Knight 
Mr  A  .Mis.  Barney  R  Civok 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ronald  E,  Carlyle 
Li/  Kyser 

Mr.  A  .Mrs.  Tom  Pcitey 

Pal  laimbert 
Aim  Lambeit  Newman 
Hcnneita  l.aniberi  Scoii 
John  Lankford 
Lurlene  McCiraw 
Mrs.  Frames  Laiiderdak* 

Mrs,  Hams  Peyton 
.\my  Kelly  Lee 
Mr  A  .Mrs  W  illiam  A  SwiiArr 
Mr.  Nernon  iPete)  Lee 
Ncfl  Lee  A  Family 
Mrs.  >emle  Lee 
Nell  Lee  A  Family 
.\ver>  Lester 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Carter 
Mrs.  Daisy  Leigh  Lkkfold 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mr  A  Mrs  Mux  Juchheim 
Manic  Sue  Livingslou 
Brunt-Ward  Automolives 
air.  Akin  Lutcr 
Mrs.  Marie  L  Upton 
Mr.  W.  L.  (PhNy)  Malw 
Mens  SSC  Cedar  Bluff  BC 
Mr.  Cliarilr  Marlte 
Aiieen  Spruill 

Kolda  Springs  Baptist  Church 


-Mr.  Joe  Chance 

C»>nversii»oc  .SSC  FBC'-Hailiesburc 
Mrs.  Frances  Chapman 
Ladies  SSC  FBC  Sledge 
Mrs.  Nancy  ('hapman 
Mr,  A  Mrs.  Larry  S,  Benstm 
Mrs.  Cooper  L  Partridge 
Mrs.  Margaret  Clinton 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Paul  D  .Allen 
Mr.  Curtis  CombesI 
Mr.  A  Mis  Lamar  E,  Arthur 
Mrs.  Maine  B  Flyni 
Ray  mood  Coootdly 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  C.  Pi»lk 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Sumrall  Cooley 
L.arr>  A  Franwcs  Cixtlev 
Thurman  ('ooper  “ 

Mr  A  Mrs  Fknd  E.  Coil 
TE  L  SSC  S^xingfield  BC 
Mr.  Ernest  Crawford 
Mr.  Norman  W'caihcrshy  Jr. 

Mr.  Eugene  Crawford 
Hamp  Collier 
Earl  Crntts 

Mrs.  Jeny  W.  Canvnter 
Rk'hard  Crowe 

Mr  A  Mrs  Morns  H  MeCatTrey 
I/e  LeRoy  Curry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Lucille  B.  Dacus 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
M.  Anderson  &  W  illie  Mae  David 
Ruth  Smith  SSC  FBC -Grenada 
Rev.  Bobby  DavK 
Bill  A  Deciui  Barbee 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Mike  Young 
Mr  Waller  Barbee 
Mr  Walter  BarK-e 
Mr.  Frank  DavK 
Henry  A  Kusliell  Rilev 
Joe  Dean 

Mr  A  Mrs.  (.'hailc'  E.  HenJers»m 
Winnie  A  E.  R.  I>eLo.ieli 
Jackson  ('hartei  (‘lup’.  >1  .XmerKan 

Busitv's  Women*'  As'4>wiari»*n 
Prvsion  J.  IVw 
Sanciujiy  Cb*Hr  East'iJc  BC 
Ml.  A  Min.  Jiminv  Jenktit' 

Paul  Dk'kersun 
Mr  A  Ml'  Barney  R  C'lxik 
Mr.  Piper  Dixon 

Mr  A  Mrs  B^bbv  Maxwell  A  Cheryl 

Aeltie  Dobbs 

Mis,  Elbe)  L.  GaBiffd 
Mrs.  (reorgia  Dover 
L'niim  BC 
D.  E.  Duke 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimniy  Jenkins 
(jeneva  Dnke 
Cindy  H.  ShackleK>rd 

Paul  Dukes 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  M.  Grantham 
Mrs.  Miriam  Eatherfy 
Mr.  Nonnan  Weathershy  Jr. 

Mr.  Wayne  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Champion 
Horlense  Champion 
La  Wanda  Chandler.  Jeff  Champion 
Tony  Champion 


MEMORIALS 


Father  of  Mr.  A  Mrs.  C'haries  Dew 
Mr  A  Vlrx.  Loyd  Smith 
Mother  of  Susie  Hamby 
Bovina  Baptist  Church 
Sister  of  Mrs.  Erlene  Cummins 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Barney  R  C«xvk 
Son  of  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Milliken 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  latyd  Smith 
Mrs.  Ellen  Abrams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  D.  Pickett 
Herbert  Bagiev 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Fred  L  Ciaddis 
(■rover  Bailey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jiimnv  Jenkins 
Joe  Bailey 
Graeber  Brothers  in^.- 
Bill  A  Deenu  Baibee 
Mrs.  EfBe  Horn  Beak 
Mr  A  Mis.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Mri.  Lelia  Mae  Cagle  Beall 
Mrs.  Ruby  Chadwick 
Billy  A  Tommie  BrixHtie 
MeraC  Hall 
Mrs.  Emma  Jo  Smith 
Mr  A  -Mr'  Ncil  King 
Mr.  A  -Mrs.  H  C  Newman  Sr. 
Skvels  Billingsley 
M'  Margie  Ruth  Lvnv'h 
Jaxie  RKhop 
Mis.  Ji>y  L.  Hams 
1..  C.  RIackledge 

Nil'  IiHU'oS  H>sM.t>\ 

Jaiikc  Blake 
\!i  ,x.  M'n  Mi<c  young 
Mr.  Marlin  L.  Bonds.  Sr. 

I  ('  CnavcsJr.. 

Juli.t  Mullin' 

Mrs,  Tlaine  H  H»/er 
Rev  A  Ml*  Fugene^paik' 

Mrs.  Eugenia  H.  Box 
Mr  A  Ml'  Hovd  FIxHTihlll 
Mrs.  C*  ra  Mead  Boyd 
Mr  A  Mrs  F  R  Cl.irk 
Mr.  S.  K.  Boykin 
Ri>s*.  A  Miller 

Mr.  William  (*uy  Branscome.  Sr. 
Mrs.  Stella  I  Ellis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  B.  W'illiams  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  Edcon  Thomas  A  Fly. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Max  Juchheim 
Ms.  Neva  F.  Palmer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phil  Embry 
Mr.  Lomde  D.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  tendon  E  Brown  A 
Family 

Lynn  Hardage 


Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

SEP.  1,1 99^- 
SEP.  30, 199/ 

MEMORIALS 

Mrs.  Annie  RubinMin 
MP'.  Anna  W  SimiiUKis 
Mr  Knox  W  inlon  Row.  .Sr 
Mr  A  Mrs.  R.  B  .\ndrews 
Mr.  Knox  Ross 
Mr  A  Mrs  Han>)d  L  Martin 
Bonnie  Suler* 

Shirley  M  Nowell 
Jerry  .Sanders 
Mr.  A  Mr*  Ri»nme  G.  Beck 
Mr.  Rill  Sanders 
Mr.  Danny  R  Gregory 
Mrs.  Betty  Si*arbruugh 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  Lott 
Mrs.  .Annette  Schimpf 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Reggie  H.  Brixim 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Howard  T 
Scarborough 
Ms.  Ann  Southerland 
Reba  Selby 
Emesi  A  Becki  Moore 
diaries  A  Linda  Moore 
Edward  A  Pam  Moore 
Paul  A  Debbt  Moore 
Betty  Use  SeBeia 
Jeny  Meadows 
Mr.  ThoMM  ShcfleM 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ahon  L.  Fields 
Martha  Shepard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  L.  Cay  Jr. 

Mach  Radalph  Shofahr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Lee  Sr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Douglas 
Mr.  A  Mrs  James  A.  Kidd 
Ms.  Wilma  Nell  Lee  A  Family 


Mrs.  Allie  Mae  SlurgK 
Ml'.  Acdtey  W  Hamilton 
•Ml'.  Dvis  .Miari' 

Ml.  T.  B.  Sullivan 
Hopewell  BC 
I  ee  Swinev 

■1:  A  Mr'  C  W  [>uckw<.nMi 

•  liv  (fertrude  Tate 
M.iry  F  A  c.lise  Wvaii 
Mr.  Ronald  latum 
Mr  A  Ml'  Henry  J  F-aton 
C  larence  Taylor 
Mr  A  Mr*  Jame'  R  Blair 
Mr.  James  Edward  Teaford 
Ml'  Shirley  K.  Martin 
Mrs  Loi'  D  W  illums 
Mr*.  Beatrice  VXomack  Tharp 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ralph  L.  Carroll 
Ethan  Thomas 
Mr  and  Mr*.  Hugh  R  Johnson 
Mrs.  Mary  Thomas 
.Mr  A  Mrs.  Allen  H.  Mapp  Jr. 
Mr.  Carl  Thompson 
Ms.  Louie  M.  Carter 
Mrs.  Jane  Thorpe 
Mrs.  Erlene  M.  Pritchard 
Mr.  Marion  'Tillman 
Mrs.  Audrey  W  Hamilton 
Mrs.  Doris  Moms 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Slay 
Myrth  Price  Toler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  M.  Harpok 
Mn.  Arktie  Towaaeiid 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 
Mr.  Hcary  C  Tbckcr 
Mrs.  Jane  P.  Ireland 


OCT.  1,1 997- 
OCT.31,1997 

HONORS 


Charica  A  ktargaret  Armstnmg 
Ms.  Elgie  Wilks  Chatham 
Mr.  J.  E.  Coker 
CTharies  A  Jea4g  Coker 
Mr.  Terry  Dent 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Lee  McCoy  Jr. 

Kathy  Griffin 
Jack  A  Judy  McRee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  W.  Gny,  Sr. 
hh.  A  Khs.  Bobby  Maxwell  A  dieryt 


Cindy  H.  Shackleford 
Mn.  Lffia  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Veman  (Bnddy)  BncUey 
Ms.  PMricui  S.  Quioa 
Billie  D.  Whitfield 
Mr.J.CBn(Un 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Wilson 
Mr.  Chnrk*  Bnrhcen 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Mr.CcdlBnrw 
Mrs.  Hasseltine  B.  DeBoe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Smith 
Mrs  Elsie  Vesscll 

Rebecca  Sunday  School  DeKalb  BC 
Mrs.  Annie  Ruth  Bniw 
Paul.  Shvnn.  Hendon  A  Jeremy  Ervin 
Ncil  Haley 

Mr.  A  Mr*  George  H.  Lipe 
Mrs.  Ann  Burtis 
Mrs.  Dorothy  McLain 
Hoyt  Bush 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  H  H  Reynold' 

Henry  Cain 
Mr  Si  Mn*  Jimmy  Jenkins 
l.ena  ('amdl 

C'lndv  A  Ednj  E  Hurringtim 
Charlotic  *X:  Joe  Steele 
Joseph  Carry  ('arson 

Creek  Bjptist  ('huah 
Mr  A  Mr'  BiH  Sunkv 


Mr  A  Mrs.  Don  Healy 
Mrs.  Othnl  Lee  Maaary 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Craig  Jr. 
Gorden  Maaterson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Teddy  L.  Cummins 
Carolyn  Crochcr  Matthews 
Bryant  A  Ptggy  Myall 


Mn.HaaelElh 
Eddie  A  Jt^  Harris 
Ruth  SSC  FBC  Tupelo 
Misses  Fern  A  Dixie  Pattie 
Edward  Embry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mr.  W.  Pete  Eapey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith  Family 
H.  C.  Espty  A  Family.  Benton  Espey 
Mrs.  Amta  S.  Williams 
MikcFanchcr 
Sue  A  Heoie  Williams 
jarrett  FaaRuwr 
Billie  A  Tommy  Marshall 
Mr.  Lloyd  Merrrli  Fergnaoa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  Riley 


Taimny  Hantaford  A  Teresa  Dunlop 
The  Bobby  Hamaford  Family 
Bob  A  Aaaa,  Doug  A  Tina  Jones 
Mn.  John  Griffia  Hardy 
Mr.  A  Mrv  Hayes  Branscome  A  Fly. 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Guy  Branscome  and 
Family 

Brother  Dave  A  Anne  Hartma 
Bala  CThino  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.NdReHia^ 

CTtarles  A  Jessie  Coker 
Mn.BcideB.Hab 
Alaibeao  SSC  FBC  -  Collins 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Mnrray  Has 
Mrs  Bal  Mobley 
June  Lawrence 
Deborah  SSC  FBC'-Pop(arville 
Mrs.  Dong  l.<ewls 
Mr.  CTiarles  W  H*>lmeN 
Dave  Moore 

Mr  A  Mrs  Wjlicr  B  Moore 
Mrs.  Elmer  Myerx 
Mrs  PaiiieT  IVni 
Mrs.  Ann  O'Harr 
Mr  A  Mr'  P.il  itvjr*ini 
Judy  forkin' 

M'  Ftpk  Witk'Chdiihjiii 
I  iru  A  V  N«M  KoiMiiwMi 


Harreld  Clievrelet-Olds  Co. 

Mrs.  Ehnrr  Ihlar 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Davis 
Mrs.  Sara  Ihlor 
Billy  A  Betty  Bonner  A  Family 
Frances.  Rich  A  Once  Defcrdiaugh 
Phelan  A  Ben  McElwrath 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  R.  B.  Townes  Jr 
Venab  Upchnrch 
Edward  R.  Barlow 
Mr.  EmI  L.  Van  Zandt 
Ms  A  Mrs.  Kemieih  Raymond 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  'Thibodeaux 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  G.  Willis 
Baddy  Viner 
Mr.  Jamie  A.  Cuming  III 
Mr.  L.  T.  \  ines 
Lee  A  Marvhatene  Gillespie 
Janie  Lee 

Mildred  Wright  Wade 
Mrv  Farnc'i  E  Clark  A  Faniily 
l.o/elle  Wall 
Mi  a  Ml'  Royd  E  Cixl 
McKav  Evrrell  &  rnrury  Warren 
Mtn  Mattie  l.ce  Daiiiinv*nd 
Mr*.  Wave 


Bolton  Baplxst  (Church 
Mr.  CKfloa  Honm 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  T.  Carlisle 
Wayne  Hnghes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Barney  R.  Cook 
LnriBe  Hunt 
Mr  A  Mrs.  John  Hobbs 
Mrs.ElteHntto 
Ms.  Louise  M.  Carter 
Dean  JaciMon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Oberschmidi 


COHRECnON: 
Aag.  1,1997- 
Aog.  31 1997 

Mrs.  TraiR  SmMi 

The  Chihhat  of  Sam  A  late  BemA 


Ms.  Marguerite  S.  Vance 
M.  J.  Shnrden 

Blocker  Sunday  School  SecoiKi  BC 
Geor^  F.  SigresC  Jr. 

Shirley  Sigresi 
Mr.  Roy  Shapsoa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 

Eath  Shm 

Oaeber  Bnahcr*  Inc. 

Mrs.  Kathleen  Skehon 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jtmmv  T.  Ht4lmg'wo<ih 
Michael  John  Staler 
Mr  A  Mrs  (Tiarles  E  Lot! 

Bernice  .Smith 

Farm  Service  AgciKV  Emplovec' 

Mr  PrentKs  B.  Smith 
INjaciHi'  i»f  Maccxkrtw  B.ipi»'i  Chuab 
Mrv  C..H.  Smith 
Lillian  A  Billy  Th«*iiU' 

Verhie  l.ee  Smith 
\|r  A  Mr*  (iatcwt**«*J 

Mrv  Arthur  R.  Spit/harth.  Jr. 

Ml"  Jean  Grave' 

Flora  iRiHitsi  Stamper 
Mrs  Virginia  A  Pi'll' 

Mr.  Ralph  \ndrew  Sirele.  Sr. 

Mrs  Shirley  Clark 
Mr  A  Mis  RavtiKHid  L  Craig  Jr  v 
Mr  A  Mr*  Cacg  W  Cafivnter  A  Rv 
(.  anneti  A  <'i*ry  Curtis  A  Fly 
A,  D  A  Faye  R'ihcrts»»fi 
Shane  A  Ttwya  Ribertwn 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J  H  Coleman  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Robbie  Jim  Myers 
Mr.  Dallas  Stevenson 
Mr  A  Vlrs  Buddy  Kirkland 
Mr  A  Mr*  J  D  Cruise 
SIrv  Ruby  Sthison 
Wessie  A  Cram 
Mrv  Frances  Stockstill 
Mr  Si  Mr*  Matt  L  Taylor 
C.  Howard  Stone 
Mr  A  Mr*  George  V  Binrow 
Rev.  W,  R.  Storie 
Rev  A  Mrs  Howard  T 
Scarborough 
Chuck  Stubbs 

Mr  A  Mrs  Bobby  R  Bridges 


Mrs.  Pauline  Watts 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 

is  offering  YOU  the  opportunity  to  purchase 

“Memorable  Meals” 

a  cookbook  celebrating  our  1 00th  year  in  childcare. 

Make  checks  payable  to:  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 

P.O.  Box  27 
Clinton,  MS  39060 


It  was  “Family  Day”  at  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  India  Nunneiy 
Campus,  Saturday,  October  25.  Parents  or  significant  individuals  in  BCV  chil¬ 
dren's  lives  spent  the  day  on  campus.  Family  Day  opened  at  9:30  with  fun  and 
games  led  by  Director  of  Activities  Chip  Price  and  .staff  member  Bob  Catlett. 
Parents  then  were  led  in  an  “Effective  Parenting”  training  se.ssion  by  John 
Nowlin.  Director  of  Staff  and  Child  Development,  and  Chris  Huff,  Unit 
Director.  The  training  ended  with  a  four  and  explanation  of  the  ropes  course  and 
how  it  is  used  to  help  their  children.  The  families  enjoyed  lunch  together  on 
campus  before  making  their  way  to  Powell  Chapel  for  a  meaningful  service. 
BCV  young  people  presented  skits  and  children  under  12  sang  tor  their  audi- 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


Cost  is:  $5.00  plus  $1.95  shipping  and  handling 


ence.  Each  child  received  an  award  for  significant  achievements  in  their  lives. 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

SaptUt  GiidJirztis 

m^Wv  Ronny  E.  Robinson.  Executive 

Director 

1  PO.  Box  27, 

ACCREDITED 

nk  Clinton,  MS  .VJ06(MX):7 

COUNCIL  ON  MXNEOJATION  V 

(601)922-2242 

SCaVKXS  fOR  F/MtCS  AMO 
CHNiMfNINC 

I  Moorhead  Church  suffers  devastating  fire 


The  church  sanctuary  was 
completely  destroyed,  and  the 
area  immediately  whind  it  was 
heavily  damaged,  but  the  fire¬ 
fighters  were  able  to  save  the 
church's  educational  building. 

Eddie  Hobbs,  a  deacon  at  the 
church,  said  that  everybody 
worked  together  to  save  the 
educationalbuildmg. 

"We  were  real  fortunate,"  he 
said.  "When  they  saw  it  was  a 
possibility  that  the  building 
could  be  saved,  everybody 
jumped  in  there," 

He  said  the  town  residents 
pulled  together  to  support  the 
firefighters  in  their  effort,  pro¬ 
viding  them  with  water  and 
helping  any  way  they  could. 

'^It  took  a  joint  effort  of 
everybody  in  the  community," 
Hobbs  said. 

Hobbs  said  that  the  church 
congregation  met  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  wim  the  congregation  from 
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ALL  THAT  REMAINS  — 
Church  deacons  Eddie  Hobbs 
and  Paul  Sheffield  sift  through 
the  rubble  of  Moorhead 
Baptist  Church  after  a  luly  26 
fire  destroyed  the  church's  68- 
year  old  sanctuary.  The  church 
suffered  major  damage  in 
other  areas,  but  firefighters 
were  able  to  save  the  educa¬ 
tional  building. 


UP  IN  FLAMES  —  A  frustrated  fireman  holds  his  hose  nozzle  and  watches  Moorhead  Church  burn 
on  July  26.  When  the  town's  water  tank  pressure  dropped,  firefighters  were  hampered  in  their  fight. 
(Photos  courtesy  of  Joe  Wilson,  Mississippi  Delta  Community  College.  Used  by  permission  of  The 
Enterprise-Tocsin,  Indianola.  Copyright  1997.  All  rights  reserved) 


the  Methodist  church  at  the 
auditorium  at  Mississippi  Delta 
Communi^  College  (httXZC). 

He  saia  that  the  Methodist 
congregation  had  planned  to 
have  service  with  the 
Moorhead  Baptist  Church  con¬ 
gregation  that  week  since  their 
air  conditioner  was  not  work¬ 
ing,  and  so  they  had  to  changer 
their  plans. 

Eddie  Hobbs'  father,  Edgar 
Hobbs,  has  been  a  part  of  me 
Moorhead  Baptist  Cmurch  con¬ 
gregation  since  he  was  bom  in 
1919.  He  said  the  church  sanc¬ 
tuary  had  been  built  in  1929. 

One  of  the  most  notable  loss¬ 
es  the  church  suffered  when  the 
sanctuary  burned  were  its  12 
stained-glass  windows. 

"They  were  put  in  at  that 
time  (when  the  sanctuary  was 
the  built),  and  most  were 
donated  by  families  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,"  Edgar  said. 

Edgar  said  that  a  donation  of 
$250  was  required  for  each  of 
the  stained  glass  windows 
when  they  were  put  in. 

"They  were  valuable  at  the 
time  and  they've  escalated 
since,"  he  said.  Tlie  windows 
had  the  names  of  the  families 
which  donated  them  in  the 
glass,  Edgar  said.  Eddie  Hobbs 
said  that  the  windows  are 
being  reappraised  for  replace¬ 
ment. 

Edgar  described  the  atmos¬ 
phere  at  Sunday  morning's  ser¬ 
vice  at  MDCC  after  the  fire  as 
one  of  "sadness,  shock,  and  sor¬ 
row.  They  were  more  or  less  in 
a  state  of  disbelief,"  he  said. 

Tony  Honeycutt  has  been 
working  with  other  church 
leaders  to  plan  the  church's 
activities  following  the  fire. 

"We  are  in  the  process  of  get¬ 
ting  the  water  and  electricity 
and  everything  reconnected  to 
the  educational  building,"  he 
said.  Once  that's  done...  the 
church  will  hold  service  in  that 


building  until  a  new  sanctuary 
can  be  built. 

Honeycutt  said  that  the 
church  was  already  working  on 
getting  the  debris  removed 
from  the  grounds,  and  that 
work  would  soon  begin  on 
plcms  for  a  new  sanctuary. 

"There's  a  lot  of  memories  in 


that  church,  and  you  just  can't 
replace  those,"  he  said.  "But  it's 
a  Duilding,  and  we'll  rebuild 
and  carry  on  with  the  work  of 
the  church." 

Excerpted  and  used  by  permis¬ 
sion  of  The  Enterprise-Tocsin, 
Indianola.  Copyright  1997.  All 
rights  reserved. 


BMC  Choir  performs 


The  Blue  Mountain  College  (BMQ  Choir  under  the  direction 
of  Dani  Jones  performs  at  the  Oct.  29  morning  session  of  the 
Mississippi  Safest  Convention.  Harold  Fisher,  longtime  president 
of  the  Baptist-afHliated  college  in  Blue  Mountain,  followed  the 
performance  with  a  rqjort  on  the  status  of  the  school.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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The  fire  on  the  evening  of 
July  26  at  the  Moorhead  Baptist 
Church  left  little  of  the  church's 
68-year-old  sanctuary  but 
memories. 

According  to  a  report  issued 
W  Sunflower  County  Fire 
Coordinator  Jim  Whitfield,  the 
fire  at  the  church  on  Olive 
Street  was  first  reported  at  7:30 

Sm.  The  Moorhead  Fire 
apartment  responded  to  the 
fire,  and  requested  additional 
help  from  the  Sunflower 
Volunteer  Fire  Department. 

Within  about  12  minutes  of 
the  first  call,  the  firefighters 
from  Indianola,  Inverness,  and 
Itta  Bena  were  also  called  in. 
The  five  fire  departments  and 
about  30  firefignters  finished 
fighting  the  fire  at  1  a.m. 

The  cause  of  the  fire  has  yet 
to  be  officially  determined,  but 
fire  investigators  believed  that 
an  electric  attic  ventilation  fan 
may  have  played  a  role  in  caus- 
ingthe  fire. 

During  the  blaze,  the  fire¬ 
fighters'  water  supply  ran 
short,  and  some  water  service 
was  cut  off,  and  the  wells' 
pumps  were  at  100%  to  attempt 
restoring  the  water  pressure. 
The  town's  new  downtown 
water  tower  is  not  yet  on  line. 
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